
 

 

 
 
 
 NO: R063 COUNCIL DATE:  April 8, 2013
 

 

REGULAR COUNCIL 
 
TO: Mayor and Council DATE: April 2, 2013 
 
FROM: General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture FILE:  
 
SUBJECT: 2013 Cultural Grants under the Surrey Cultural Grants Program 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department recommends that Council: 
 

1. receive this report as information; and 

 

2. approve under the City’s Cultural Grants Program the 2013 Cultural Grants as documented 

in Appendix 2 attached to this report. 

INTENT 
 
The purpose of this report is to provide information about the application and evaluation process 
related to the City of Surrey Cultural Grants Program and to obtain approval for the issuance of 
grants under the Program for 2013. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
At its Regular meeting on May 28th, 2012 Council adopted the “Surrey Cultural Plan: Enhancing 
Urbanization through Arts and Heritage”.  There are six (6) key enhancement goals in the Plan.  
This report relates to the goal entitled “Enhance Community Involvement Potential”, which 
focused on the implementation of a Cultural Granting Program by the City. 
 
At its Regular meeting on November 5, 2012, Council approved the Surrey Cultural Grants 
Program (the “Program”) as documented in Corporate Report No. R238, a copy of which is 
attached as Appendix 1 to this report. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Cultural Grant Funding 
 
The Cultural Grants program has an allocation of $75,000 for 2013.  The 2012 budget also included 
an allocation for the Program.  As such, the available funding for grants under the Program in 
2013 amounts to $136,000.  The recommendations of this report will leave a small amount of the 
available Program funding to address late applications and other contingencies. 
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Application Process: 
 
In December 2012 staff advertised the opportunity for not-for-profit cultural groups to submit an 
expression of interest in relation to receiving a grant from the City under the Program.  Fifty (50) 
organizations responded.  Representatives from each of the eligible organizations were invited to 
an information meeting on January 24, 2013 where the guidelines for the Program were reviewed 
and grant application forms were distributed.  The representatives were also advised that they 
could pre-register for an advisory session with staff during which questions they might have about 
their grant application would be answered.  Fourteen (14) groups took advantage of this 
opportunity. 
 
Cultural Grants Evaluation Process 
 
Applications for the Program were received until February 25th, 2013.  Thirty-four (34) applications 
were received by that date.  An Evaluation Committee reviewed each application against the grant 
criteria as contained in the Program documentation. 
 
The applications and the grants that recommended for 2013 are summarized in Appendix 2 
attached to this report.  The information documented in Appendix 1 shows that the total funding 
requested from the City under the Cultural Grant Program in 2013 was $128,911.  The Evaluation 
Committee is recommending the award of grants totalling $120,561.  This will leverage about 
$620,000 in total value from the related initiatives.  Each of the 34 applications is being 
recommended for some grant funding.  A few of the applicants had received some funding from 
the City for 2013 under other City Community Grant programs and these other amounts have 
been deducted from the grants that are being recommended to those organizations under this 
Program. 
 
Future Cultural Grant Funding Needs 
 
The Cultural Grant Program currently has three funding categories with prescribed grant 
maximums related to each category as follows: Capacity Building at $2,500, Project Funding at 
$5,000 and Start-up Funding at $5,000.  Many groups did not apply for the maximum funding 
amount citing their interest in making funds available to as many groups as possible. 
 
The Surrey Cultural Plan identified one hundred and twenty (120) cultural groups in the City with 
approximately fifty (50) of them having participated in the development of the Cultural Grant 
Program.  Some groups that did not apply for a grant in 2013 advised that they needed more time 
to work though their application and related proposal with their Boards and that they would be 
ready to apply under the Program for a 2014 grant. 
 
Distributing Cultural Grants Funding 
 
In accordance with the Program Guidelines successful applicants will receive eighty percent 
(80%) of the approved grant funding after Council’s approval of this report.  The remaining funds 
will be distributed upon the City’s receipt and acceptance by the City of a final report submitted 
by the grant recipient that demonstrates that the work or activity for which the grant was 
awarded has been duly completed. 
 
The Culture Development Advisory Committee has suggested that City Council be involved in 
awarding cheques to the successful applicants at a reception.  Staff has arranged for such a 
reception as follows: 
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Date:    Tuesday, April 30, 2013 
Time:    7:00 pm to 8:00 pm 
Location:   Surrey Arts Centre 

13750 - 88 Avenue Surrey 
 
This event will provide a networking opportunity for the cultural groups, attract local media 
attention to the Program and raise awareness about and the profile of these groups and the 
Cultural Grants Program. 
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERTIONS 
 
Surrey’s Sustainability Charter states: “Surrey has a network of widely accessible community health 
and social services, parks, recreation, library and cultural opportunities that promote wellness and 
active living.  The City embraces its cultural diversity and promotes tolerance, social connections 
and a sense of belonging.”  
 
The Charter further states: “Cultural activities are recognized as an important way for individuals 
to contribute to their communities.  Culture is an essential tool in understanding the values, shared 
meanings and goals of residents in a community.  Wide, inclusive participation in cultural activities 
contributes to community vitality and supports sustainability.” 
 
The Program assists in achieving the socio-cultural objectives in the City’s Sustainability Charter 
through: 
 

 the introduction of celebratory programs, exhibitions and events related to multicultural, 
heritage and traditional arts (Scope Action SC4: Cultural Awareness in the Community);  

 the encouragement of citizen engagement with City planning activities to build 
community capacity (SC5: Plan for the Social Well Being of Surrey Residents);  

 the provision of a range of accessible and affordable cultural services (Goal SC6: Accessible 
and Appropriately located Services within the City);  

 support for local service organizations, in the non-profit sector for actions that are within 
the City’s mandated responsibilities (Goal SC6: Accessible and Appropriately located 
Services within the City);  

 promotion of arts and heritage in Surrey (SC4: Cultural Awareness in the Community and 
SC8: Municipal Outreach, Public Education and Awareness); and  

 education and awareness building initiatives that encourage all sectors of the city to assist 
in building sustainable cultural components in Surrey (SC8: Municipal Outreach, Public 
Education and Awareness). 

 
The Charter recognizes that cultural groups engage local artists and cultural workers who create 
the art and heritage exhibitions, festivals and programs that generate the energy and ambiance 
that are the hallmark of a vibrant city. 
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CONCLUSION 
 
The establishment of the Surrey Cultural Grants Program has been received very positively by the 
local arts and heritage groups.  This new Program will benefit the community by strengthening 
the organizational capacity of new and existing cultural groups and supporting the development 
of a wide variety of cultural programs and services.  
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended under the City’s Cultural Grants Program that 
Council approve the 2013 Cultural Grants as documented in Appendix 2 attached to this report. 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan 
General Manager  
Parks, Recreation and Culture 
 
Appendix 1: Corporate Report No. R238 titled “Surrey Cultural Grants Program” 
Appendix 2: Recommended Cultural Grants for 2013 
 
j:\park-rec\wpcentre\corprpts\2013\cultural grants program.docx 
DCV 4/3/13 11:33 AM 
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Appendix 1: Corporate Report No. R238 titled “Surrey Cultural Grants Program” 
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Appendix 2: Recommended Cultural Grants for 2013 
 

  
 

RECOMMENDED CULTURAL GRANTS FOR 2013 

Schedule A 

 

Non-profit Organization Grant 
Type 

Initiative Cost  Request 
Amount 

2013 
Proposed 
Amount  

Other City 
Grants 

2013 Final 
Proposed 
Amount  

Recommendations 
and Comments 

1 A.C.M.E Arts Society Capacity $3,500 $2,500 $2,500 
 

$2,500 
 

2 BC Girls’ Choir Capacity $5,000 $2,500 $1,875 
 

$1,875   

3 
Semiahmoo Arts Community Arts 
Council of White Rock and District Capacity $5,000 $2,500 $2,500 

 
$2,500 

 

4 Surrey Celebration Dance Team Capacity $1,130 $1,130 $1,130 
 

$1,130 
 

5 Surrey International Film Festival Capacity $4,000 $2,500 $2,500 
 

$2,500 
 

6 Surrey Photography Club Capacity $1,300 $1,300 $1,300 
 

$1,300 
 

7 Surrey Rockhoud Club Capacity $1,300 $650 $650 
 

$650 
 

8 
Surrey Symphony Society - Surrey Youth 
Orchestra Capacity $5,830 $2,500 $2,500 

 
$2,500 

 

9 Westcoast Harmony Chorus (WHC) Capacity $5,000 $2,500 $2,500 
 

$2,500 
 

  

 
$32,060 $18,080 $17,455 

 
$17,455 

 

10 Arts Council of Surrey Project $9,100 $4,500 $4,500 
 

$4,500 
 

11 Contemporary Art Matters Project $18,000 $5,000 $5,000 
 

$5,000 
 

12 Creative Cultural Association Project $55,275 $5,000 $5,000 
 

$5,000 
 

13 Day of Drawing collective (DoD) Project $8,760 $4,380 $4,380 
 

$4,380 
 

14 Diwali Celebration Society (DCS) Project $15,416 $5,000 $5,000 
 

$5,000 
 

15 Fraser Valley Chinese Association Project $6,040 $2,500 $1,875 
 

$1,875 
 

16 
Fraser Region Aboriginal Friendship 
Centre Association Project $12,000 $5,000 $3,750 

 
$3,750 

 

17 
Fraser Valley Gilbert and Sullivan Society 
(FVGSS) Project $12,600 $5,000 $5,000 

 
$5,000 

 

18 
Friends of the Arnold Mikelson Festival 
of the Arts Project $20,050 $2,350 $2,350 

 
$2,350 

 

19 
Mother Language Lovers of the World 
Society Project $8,000 $5,000 $3,750 

2013 City 
Grant $500  $3,250 

 
20 NAAD Foundation Project $19,000 $5,000 $5,000 

 
$5,000 

 
21 Peninsula Productions Project $44,650 $5,000 $5,000 

 
$5,000 

 
22 Rangmanch Punjabi Theatre Project $45,809 $5,000 $5,000 

 
$5,000 

 
23 Semiahmoo Potters Society Project $2,249.93 $1,101 $1,101 

 
$1,101 

 
24 South Asian Arts Society (SAA) Project $10,145 $5,000 $5,000 

 
$5,000 

 

25 South Asian Early Childhood Task Group Project $9,000 1500 1500 
 

$1,500 
 

26 
South of Fraser Inter Arts Collaboration 
(SOFIA C) Project $18,040 $5,000 $5,000 

 
$5,000 

 

27 
Southeast Asian Cultural Heritage 
Society (SEACHS) Project $10,150 $4,500 $4,500 

 
$4,500 

 

28 Surrey Art Gallery Association (SAGA) Project $13,660 $5,000 $3,900 
 

$3,900 
 

29 Surrey English Teachers Association Project $10,000 $5,000 $5,000 
 

$5,000 
 

30 Surrey Festival of Dance Project $10,000 $5,000 $5,000 
2013 City 
Grant $2000 $3,000 

 

31 
Surrey International Writers Conference 
(SiWC) Project $10,000 $5,000 $5,000 

2013 City 
Grant $1000 $4,000 

 
32 The Beach House Theatre Society Project $141,250 $5,000 $5,000 

 
$5,000 

 

33 The Royal Canadian Theatre Company Project $48,629.90 $5,000 $5,000 
 

$5,000 
 

   
$557,824.83 $105,831 $101,606 

 
$98,106 

 
34 Arts Umbrella Start Up $30,000 $5,000 $5,000 $25,000 $5,000 

 

   
$30,000 $5,000 $5,000 

 
$5,000 

 

 
Totals 

 
$619,884.83 $128,911 $124,061 

 
$120,561 

  


