June 2015

OAK M EADOWS PARK
Community Engagement Summary
Parks has recently com pleted the prelim inary planning and design process for Oak M eadow s Park, a new 1.7
hectare (4.2 acre) neighbourhood park in Sunnyside Heights. This process included site surveys and assessm ents,
tw o online CitySpeaks surveys and an open house on M ay 12, 2015.
The City provided project inform ation and updates through a dedicated project w ebpage, and advised residents
on engagem ent opportunities through new spapers ads, neighbourhood m ail -outs and social m edia. Consultation
opportunities w ere aim ed at generating ideas and gathering input from residents and potential park users.

Key Findings
A total of 108 respondents com pleted the online CitySpeaks surveys and 22 people com pleted questionnaires at
the M ay 12 open house. The follow ing findings sum m arize the feedback received through this process.

Preferred Park Amenities
We heard that the park should build on the existing natural features of the site, and that active am enities like sport
fields and structures should be reserved for m ore suitable locations nearby. Popular park am enities included
pathw ays and trails, an expanded forest, w ildlife habitat enhancem ents (bird boxes, insect habitat etc.), a nature
play area for kids and passive open space. Flow ering trees, picnic tables and a view point w ere also popular. The
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follow ing figure sum m arizes the order of m ost preferred park im provem ents as expressed by all respondents.

It w as evident from the survey and open house that residents w ere looking for a children’s play area that provided
a natural play experience, as opposed to a traditional playground. There w as som e concern w ith the location of a
traditional playground as it m ay create privacy and noise issues.
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Com bined surveys and open house results (M ay, 2015, 130 respondents) – Top 5 desired park am enities

Natural Areas and Wildlife Habitat
It w as clear from the open house and survey that residents connected w ith the natural features of the site. We
heard that active am enities in the park should be kept to a m inim um , and that w e should focus on enhancing
w ildlife habitat w herever possible. Reforestation, planting native plant species and w etland rehabilitation w ere
w idely supported. We also heard that opportunities to enjoy and learn about nature should be provided, including
boardw alks through the w etland, seating opportunities along pathw ays and interpretive signage to allow visitors
to learn about the local ecosystem .

Picnicking and Passive Open Space
Areas for picnicking and passive open space w ere w idely supported in the
plan, w ith a num ber of residents in support of picnic tables. There w ere,
how ever, som e concerns w ith larger covered shelters and gathering areas as
they m ay encourage loitering after dark. We also heard that the existing old
field habitat w as valuable, and that regularly m aintained law n space should
be lim ited. It w as felt by som e that the picnicking area should be close to a
children’s nature play area to encourage fam ily outings.

Dog’s in the Park
We also heard from som e residents regarding the potential for a dog off-leash area, w ith
residents both in favour and opposition. How ever, given the public’s overw helm ing
support for natural features and am enities, a dog off-leash area is not com patible or
suitable for this park. As such, Bylaw signage requiring dogs to be on-leash at all tim es
w ill be posted at entrances to the Park. It should be noted that the nearby Wills Brook Dog
Off-leash Area has recently been approved. A larger destination scale dog off leash area is
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also planned for a future com m unity park northeast of 168 street and 24 Avenue.

Park Name
When asked to select a park nam e, the m ajority (60%) of respondents
identified w ith the nam e Oak M eadows Park, w hich reflects the natural
features of the site, notably the large English Oak trees and old field
m eadow habitat. Other popular nam es included Griffen, w hich w as the
original nam e of 23 Avenue, and Slayt, w hich w as the nam e of the original
fam ily that ow ned the site. Other notable w rite in nam es included
Grandview Ridge Nature Park, Royal Oak Park and Wild Fields Park.

SUM M ARY
The City has com pleted public engagem ent for the design of Oak M eadow s Park. The process included a range of
public consultation opportunities to ensure that stakeholders and the public had m eaningful opportunities to
share ideas and provide feedback. Com m unity outreach w ill continue through park developm ent and once the
park is open to the public.
Respondents w ere largely in support of the concept, w ith am enities that take advantage of the existing natural
features and em phasise environm ental stew ardship. The final park concept plan w as developed w ith
consideration to the com m unity feedback that w as received. Am enities for children’s natural play and picnicking
w ere included, w hile concerns of privacy and loitering have been addressed through pathw ay placem ent and
landscape design. The plan is consistent w ith m ajority public opinion and provides the top 5 am enities desired by
survey respondents.

