
 

 
 
 
 

Heritage Christmas 
 
 

Teacher’s Notes 
 
 
 
 
DAYS: Monday - Friday 
TIME: 10:00 –11:30am 
 12:30pm–2:00pm 
GRADES: Kindergarten – Grade 5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
August 2018 

Historic Stewart Farm 
13723 Crescent Road, Surrey 
604-592-6956 – press 0 for assistance  
www.surrey.ca/heritageschool 
@StewartFarmBC         @HeritageSurreyBC 

 

Note that apple cider is consumed during this program. Please let us know of any allergies at time of 
registration. 

http://www.surrey.ca/heritageschool


Heritage Christmas 
 
Heritage Christmas is designed specifically to compliment the Grades Kindergarten to Grade 5 social studies 
curriculum which focuses on building strong communities, local history, and how we shape the local environment. 
The program will be presented by a team of two or three volunteers called “docents”. Students will be welcomed to 
the farmhouse with an introduction to the site and structure and content of the program. 
 
Curriculum Context 

The program will cover various “big ideas” and learning standards content from Kindergarten – Grade 5 including 

1. Stories and traditions about ourselves and our families reflect who we are and where we are from 

2. Rights, roles and responsibilities shape our identity and help us build healthy relationships with others 

3. We shape the local environment, and the local environment shapes who we are and how we live 

4. Our rights, roles and responsibilities are important for building strong communities   

5. Canada is made up of many diverse regions and communities 

6. People from diverse cultures and societies share some common experiences and aspects of life 

Organization 

• The Historic Stewart Farm is located in Elgin Heritage Park, 13723 Crescent Road, South Surrey. Please arrive five 
minutes before your program’s scheduled time. Assemble on the front porch of the farmhouse. This program 
begins on time. Please have your students organized and ready to begin by 10:00am or 12:30pm. 

• Please have each student wear a “first name” tag in large print. Docents develop a quicker rapport with students 
if they can call the students by their names.  It is helpful if parent helpers wear name tags, too. 

• Please divide the class into two equal-size groups with an even distribution of boys and girls and parent helpers, 
if possible. All groups will participate in all activities. 

• The docents will meet your class at the front door. Each of the groups will be conducted through the program by 
a docent. 

• Please bring appropriate clothing for the cold weather; parts of the program will take place outside. 

• Lunches and other material must be left in your vehicles (see the Surrey RCMP information on preventing theft 
from vehicles parked on the site) or remain with the students during the tour. 

• Assign accompanying adults to each of the two groups – 1-3 adults/group only please. Please advise 
accompanying adults the docent’s focus is student participation. They are welcome to observe the presentation, 
but they should not participate, intervene or engage the docent in conversation while they are presenting 
information to the children. 

• All cellphones should be in silent mode during the program. 

• No flash photography is allowed in the Farmhouse. 

• Due to limited space in our buildings we cannot accommodate younger siblings. Parent drivers are welcome to 
explore the site on their own with their younger child but cannot participate in the program. 

Please ensure accompanying parents are aware of these rules and guidelines 

Please meet in front of the Stewart Farmhouse – your docent will check in with you before the program begins 

 

 

 
 

There are no onsite animals at Historic Stewart Farm. 



Suggested pre-visit activities: 

• Make comparisons of Christmas long ago with the holiday celebrations of today. What is the same and what is 
different? 

• Discuss the different winter holidays all the cultures in your class celebrate. 

• As the Stewart family included two young boys, William and John, have a discussion on the roles the boys would 
have played in a Victorian Christmas. 

Suggested post-visit activities: 

• Discuss the difference between what the Stewart boys would have received and what the students receive for 
presents now. What factors have led to such a big change in gift giving? Would they like to receive similar toys to 
John and William? 

• Have the class draw, sketch or paint photos of what they think the Farm looked like in the 1890s in winter – 
remember what they learned about the animals keeping warm in the barn and how the Nicomekl River froze 
over. 

• Research ideas to create toys from recycled materials that children can give to friends and family as a Christmas 
gift, just like the Stewarts did. 

 
Evaluation 

Your feedback is very important to us. We want to know if this program met the learning objectives identified and if 
you and the students enjoyed and learned from your museum experience. 
 
Please complete the Program Evaluation Survey that you will receive by email after the program. The information 
you provide will assist us to make revisions or to improve the presentations to better meet your needs and 
expectations.



STEWART FAMILY BASIC TIMELINE 
 

1843 John Stewart born (Island of Arran, Scotland) 

1852 Annie Davidson born on July 15 (Huntingdon, Quebec) 

1860s Stewart Family moves to Quebec. John and two brothers head off to California to work in the 
Redwood Forest 

1880  John Stewart returns to Canada and purchases a quarter section of land that had been pre-
empted by Samuel Hardy. 

1882 Annie Davidson moves to BC. 

1884 John Stewart marries Anne Jane Davidson (“Annie”) on October 9 

1885 William James Stewart is born on October 7 

1890 John Massey Stewart is born on July 18 

1894  Two-story Victorian-style farmhouse constructed to replace the old house. The old house 
becomes temporary accommodation for the seasonal farm crew 

1913  Annie Stewart dies on January 13 
 William James Stewart marries Gertrude Lewenden on February 14 

1916 Muriel Joyce Stewart born to William and Gertrude on May 3 

1918  John Massey Stewart marries Edna Madge Burden 

1919 John Massey Stewart dies in the flu epidemic 

1920  Kenneth John Stewart born to William and Gertrude on March 24 

1926  John Stewart dies 

1927 Bunkhouse built for seasonal farm crew 

1944 Property sold to Ward family 

1962  William James Stewart dies  

1984  City of Surrey acquires property and undertakes restoration 

1988  Historic Stewart Farm opens to the public 

Today Your visit to the Historic Stewart Farm 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



STUDENT HISTORICAL GUIDE 
 
 
In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, Elgin was a country area and mostly made up of farms. There were 
few roads and it took much longer to get around by horse and buggy. At the Elgin Heritage Park, the 
vegetation was diverse with red cedars, sitka spruce, douglas fir, sword ferns and black raspberry. There 
was also much wildlife including swans, geese, ducks, raccoons, wolves, beavers and bears. 
 
John Stewart was born in Scotland. He traveled by ship with his brothers, Donald and Finlay, across the 
Atlantic Ocean to Canada. It was a scary decision to leave your country and begin a new life in a foreign 
country. The Stewart brothers went to California to work in the Redwood Forrest. Logging was a difficult 
and dangerous occupation. John Stewart returned to Canada and purchased 160 acres of land in Mud Bay 
to build a farm. 
 
He married Annie Davidson in Nanaimo on Vancouver Island. They had two sons, William and John. Life on 
a farm was challenging and it required a lot of hard work. Everyone was expected to help out on the Farm. 
The children, William and John, had many chores like pumping water, feeding animals, collecting eggs from 
the hens and milking cows. Annie also had lots of household tasks: cooking, laundry, mending and sewing. 
John was kept busy tending to the crops.  
 
Animals were essential on the farm. The Stewarts had chickens, cows, pigs, horses, turkeys and dogs. Each 
animal played an important role on the Stewart Farm. Animals like turkeys, chickens, cows, and pigs were 
used for their meat and their ability to produce eggs, milk and butter. Horses were used for labour. They 
helped pulling farm machinery such as plows and seeders. Horses also were used for transportation.     
 
John Stewart grew hay, barley and oats which supplied food for his animals. The Stewart family continued 
to operate the farm until 1944. They sold it to Earl Ward and he ran a marina. In 1984, the City of Surrey 
purchased the land – the land became the Elgin Heritage Park.   
 
 
 
Surrey RCMP TIPS - Theft from Vehicles 

The Surrey RCMP would like to provide the public with the following tips and best practices 
in an attempt to prevent theft from Motor Vehicles. 

• Do not leave any property in your vehicle or expect to find it gone when you return 
later, including your garage door opener. 

• If you have backpacks or bags put them in your trunk prior to arriving at the park. 
• Completely close car windows, including your sunroof and lock your car. 
• Invest in a good anti-theft device for your vehicle. 
• If you see any suspicious person or activity near a vehicle, call the police immediately. 

  



Directions to the Historic Stewart Farm 
 
13723 Crescent Road, Surrey, B.C. 
 
School Field Trip Contact Phone:  604-592-6956 – press 0 for assistance  
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 

• Take King George Highway to the T-intersection of Crescent Road. 
 

• Turn west onto Crescent Road at the traffic light. 
 

• Travel along Crescent Road for 1.7 kilometres. 
 

• Just past Nico Wynd Estates look for “Elgin Heritage Park” sign (north side of Crescent 
Road). 

 
• Turn into our parking lot. Welcome to the Historic Stewart Farm! 

 

 
 


