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Immigrant Perspectives 
 
Curriculum Context 

Immigrant Perspectives is a program designed to complement the Grade 5 and Grade 6 Social Studies and 
Science curriculum. The program supports the learning outcomes by providing an opportunity to examine, 
interpret and compare the life and work of Scottish and Chinese settlers on a Surrey farm at the beginning 
of the twentieth century. Emphasis will be placed on critical thinking skills, observing and comparing 
information available from various data sources, and drawing conclusions about the lives of early Canadian 
immigrants based on museum exhibits, artifacts and teaching materials. Students will discuss issues faced 
by immigrants in the 19th and 21st centuries, including The Chinese Immigration Act. 

At the end of the program children should be able to: 
• Use inquiry processes and skills to gather, interpret and communicate findings on early immigrants 

to Surrey and the Chinese Immigration Act (Head Tax) 
• Give examples of cultural traditions of immigrants that were brought to Surrey in the late 19th 

century, specifically Scottish and Chinese and link to examples of traditions being practiced today 
• Describe the changing nature of Canadian immigration over time, and compare the challenges that 

Canadian immigrants faced then to challenges they face now  
• Identify sustainable elements of early farming and discuss resources related to water supply and 

food production 

Immigrant Perspectives is an opportunity for students to discover information through active participation and 
unique discovery teaching methods. 

Social Studies Grade 5 Big Ideas 

• Canada’s policies and treatment of minority peoples have negative and positive legacies 
• Immigration and multiculturalism continue to shape Canadian society and identity 
• Canadian institutions and government reflect the challenge of our regional diversity 

Social Studies Grade 5 Learning Standards Content 

• The changing nature of Canadian immigration over time 
• Past discriminatory government policies and actions, such as the Head Tax 
• Human rights and responses to discrimination in Canadian society 
• Resources and economic development in different regions of Canada 

Social Studies Grade 6 Big Ideas 

• Systems of government vary in their respect for human rights and freedoms 
• Media sources can both positively and negatively affect our understanding of important events and 

issues 

Social Studies Grade 6 Learning Standards Content 

• The urbanization and migration of people 
• Global poverty and inequality issues, including class structure and gender 
• Regional and international conflict 



• Media technologies and coverage of current events 

Science Grade 5 Big Ideas 

• Machines are devices that transfer force and energy 
• Humans use earth materials as natural resources 

Science Grade 5 Learning Standards Content 

• Properties of simple machines and their force effects 
• Machines constructed and found in nature 
• The nature of sustainable practices around BC’s living and non-living resources 

 

Organization 

• The Historic Stewart Farm is located in Elgin Heritage Park, 13723 Crescent Road, South Surrey. Please arrive 
five minutes before your program’s scheduled time. Assemble on the front porch of the farmhouse. This 
program begins on time. Please have your students organized and ready to begin by 10:00am or 12:30pm. 

• Please have each student wear a “first name” tag in large print. Docents develop a quicker rapport with 
students if they can call the students by their names.  It is helpful if parent helpers wear name tags, too. 

• Please divide the class into three equal-size groups with an even distribution of boys and girls and parent 
helpers, if possible. All groups will participate in all activities. 

• The docents will meet your class at the front door. Each of the groups will be conducted through the program 
by a docent. 

• Please bring appropriate clothing for the cold weather; parts of the program will take place outside. 

• Lunches and other material must be left in your vehicles (see the Surrey RCMP information on preventing 
theft from vehicles parked on the site) or remain with the students during the tour. 

• Assign accompanying adults to each of the three groups – 1-2 adults/group only please. Please advise 
accompanying adults the docent’s focus is student participation. They are welcome to observe the 
presentation, but they should not participate, intervene or engage the docent in conversation unless invited 

• No flash photography is allowed in the Farmhouse. All cellphones should be on silent mode during the 
program. 

• Due to limited space in our buildings we cannot accommodate younger siblings. Parent drivers are welcome 
to explore the site on their own with their younger child but cannot participate in the program. 

Please ensure accompanying parents are aware of these rules and guidelines 

Please meet in front of the Stewart Farmhouse – your docent will check in with you before the program begins 

 

  
There are no onsite animals at Historic Stewart Farm. 



Program Content 

Immigrant Perspectives will be presented by a team of volunteers called “docents”. Students will be welcomed to the 
Historic Stewart Farm with an introduction to the site and structure and content of the program. The students will 
proceed through four 20-minute stations. 

Station 1:  Changing Nature of Immigration Over Time & Natural Resources 
The exhibits in the parlour, dining room, and kitchen provide the basis for the station presentation. Students will 
discuss the immigration experience of settlers from Scotland and China in the 19th century, and compare and 
contrast experiences for immigrants coming to Canada today. In the kitchen students will examine home 
technology, gadgets and the economy of the early twentieth century. The students will also compare and 
contrast utensils and other selected items found in a European pioneer kitchen with those used by the Chinese 
pioneers. There will be opportunity for hands-on discovery through teaching collection artefacts in the kitchen, 
and sampling of food Chinese immigrants may have brought to Surrey with them. 

Station 2:  Cultural Preservation 
Through visits to the four bedroom exhibits students will learn about the life of the Stewart family and their 
Scottish and European traditions as well as the family’s Chinese cook. Students will discuss the family structure 
and household hierarchy based on both cultural and technological evidence.  

Station 3:  Research & Documenting the Past 
They will examine primary research sources which reveal the early lives of immigrants, with particular emphasis 
on the Stewart family and the Chinese workers on the farm. These include: pre-emption maps, historic 
photographs, Census excerpt from 1911, a sample Chinese Head Tax certificate, and local page excerpts from old 
BC Directories. 

Station 4:  Environment & Simple Machines - Farming Technology 
The root cellar ,woodshed, water pump and barn exhibits provide an overview of the equipment needed for 
horse-powered hay farming as well as typical hand-tools used in the early twentieth century. Students will be 
able to identify sustainable elements of early farming and discuss resources related to water supply and food 
production. There will be an opportunity for hands-on discovery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pre-Visit Suggestions 

1. Identify the cultural diversity and assets in your classroom: 

-Use pins to mark a map of the world that indicates where students can trace family origins. 
-How many generations of each family have lived in Surrey or Canada? 
-When was the earliest arrival in Canada or Surrey and when was the most recent arrival? 
-Are there any First Nations residents in the class? 
-Make a list of contributions that Surrey’s diverse population makes to enrich the City (consider everything from 
taxes to gardens, from cultural events to businesses). 

2. Discuss the difference between secondary research sources and primary research sources. Ask students to visit 
the Surrey Archives or the Cloverdale Library (Genealogy Collection) to see some of the original materials kept in 
these institutions. Conduct a class discussion about the values and importance of official government records and 
family papers.  

3. What original family documents does every family have (birth certificates, driver’s licenses, marriage certificates, 
Social Insurance numbers, etc)? Why are personal documents important? Why do we need to protect our 
identity? How can we protect our privacy and still allow future generations to discover what our lives have been 
like today? Consider the positives and negatives related to access we have today to past Census Records, Birth, 
Marriage and Death records. How could we research our own and community history without these tools?  

Classroom Follow-up 

1. Ask each student to bring an object from their own home that reflects some aspect of the traditions of their 
family or cultural heritage. It could be a photograph, a piece of clothing, sport equipment, or a favourite recipe. 
Each student should be prepared to make a short verbal presentation to the class about the importance of the 
object to their family. Following all presentations, discuss the diversity of cultural traditions and how they 
contribute to the richness of life in the school in particular and in Surrey in general. 

2. Consider the subject of farming in the 21st century. Is it sustainable? Think about the positive and negative 
aspects of food preservatives, crop pesticides, chicken battery faming, and organic farming. Consider the 
marketing practices of the 19th century and compare these to farm marketing in the 21st century. Debate the 
benefits of the practices of the 19th century farm versus the modern practices of farming in the 21st century. 

3. Using what they learned on the trip and further research from the library or online, have the students pretend to 
be in charge of the government and of immigration. Split the students into 2 groups – Group 1 is the government 
in 1910, and Group 2 is the government today. Have the groups present how they would deal with each time 
period’s immigration issues, keeping in mind the conditions of the particular time and place. Have them assess 
appropriate ways to respond to the issues. 

4. Ask students to do some family research to the generation prior to their immediate household. Ask students to 
make a family tree showing the people, their relationships and the dates of birth and deaths for the current and 
previous generations. 

 

Evaluation 

Your feedback is very important to us. We want to know if this program met the learning objectives identified and if 
you and the students enjoyed and learned from your museum experience. 

Please complete the Program Evaluation Survey that will be emailed to you after the program. The information you 
provide will assist us to make revisions or to improve the program to better meet your needs and expectations. 

  



REFERENCE 
Basic site and family history 
Historically, the surrounding coastal forest area of the Elgin Heritage Park included tree species such as 
western red cedar, red alder, Sitka spruce, Douglas-fir, grand fir and broad-leaf maple. The underbrush 
consisted of Pacific crabapple, Indian plum, red elderberry, cascara, bald hip rose, Oregon grape, black 
raspberry, and sword fern. The grassland area was covered with wild crabapple, grasses, and bulrushes. 
Cattail leaves and stems were collected in the late summer and were used by the Coast Salish people for 
making mats, twine, baskets, capes and hats. Mats were used for covering mat lodges, canoes and for lining 
walls of plank houses. Wildlife found included swans, geese, ducks, ruffed grouse, raptorial birds, snowshoe 
hare, raccoon, wolves, martin, mink, skunk, otter, beaver, muskrat, deer and bear.   

The Nicomekl River route was an important fishing and communications route.  The River supported 
spawning populations of Coho salmon and steelhead trout.  Archaeological studies have determined that 
occupation of the area dates back to approximately 4,000 years.  Shell middens, isolated finds of stone 
tools and petroglyphs have been found in this area.   

Much of the Nicomekl River was dyked between the 1870s and 1890s and concrete dams were constructed 
on the river in the early 1900s. The coast forest area has been selectively logged in the past.  

Elgin was an early way station on the Semiahmoo Trail. In 1865 a telegraph line passed through Mud Bay 
and crossed the Nicomekl at a point that later became known as Elgin. By 1892 the village consisted of a 
hotel, country store, post office, livery stable and blacksmith shop.  

Approximately 160 acres of land was pre-empted by Samuel Hardy in the 1880s. Shortly after, John Stewart 
acquired the land and established a haying operation on the north side of the Nicomekl River.  

A farmer’s life was one of hard work and economy. John Stewart grew hay, barley and oats which supplied 
feed for his stock and provided a farm income.  The Stewarts crossed the river by rowboat and assisted 
with the loading of their hay and grain on the steamship S.S. Granier which would travel across the Georgia 
Strait to Victoria where the grain was sold. In 1903 200 pounds of hay sold for $10, a sack of oats cost 
$1.08, butter was 30 cents a pound, and eggs were 20 cents a dozen.  

The farm operation was large and successful and employed many farm hands during harvest season. Hay 
fields, poultry, pigs, and the orchard kept the family and farm hands busy.  

Following the death of John in 1926, William and his children continued to operate the farm until 1944, 
when the property was sold to Earl Ward of North Vancouver. Initially the Wards used the property for 
recreational purposes and established a small marina in the early 1950s. The City of Surrey acquired 54 
acres of property in 1984 and designated eight buildings, which includes the farm house, root cellar, 
threshing machine shed (now the Stewart Hall) Pole Barn, bunkhouse, machine shed, wood shed and 
garage, as historically significant.   

 

 



 
STEWART FAMILY BASIC TIMELINE 
 

1844  John Stewart born on Island of Arron, Scotland 
c. 1851-3 Stewart family moved to Megantic, Quebec 
1852  Annie Jane Davidson born in Quebec on July 15   
1872+ John Stewart and his two brothers, Donald and Finlay headed off to work in the 

Redwood forest in California  
1880 John Stewart returned to Canada at age 36, and purchased a farm on Mud Bay 

from Samuel Hardy 
1884  John married Annie Davidson from Nanaimo on October 9th 
1884-87 John Stewart served as Municipal Councillor 
1885 John helped build the Mud Bay United Church and served as its senior elder for a 

number of years 
1885  Birth of the Stewarts’ first son, William James, on October 7th 
1891  Birth of second son, John Massey, on July 18th. 
1892-94 John Stewart served another term as Municipal Councillor 
1894 Construction of the two-storied Victorian farmhouse to replace the original 

Hardy log cabin 
1898  John Stewart and three neighbours formed a dyking company and enclosed 538 
acres 
1913  Annie Stewart died (61 years old) 
1913  William James Stewart married Gertrude Blanch Lewendon on February 17 
1916  Muriel Stewart born to William and Gertrude 
1918  John Massey Stewart married Edna Madge Burden on February 6 
1919  John Massey Stewart died (illness) 
1920  Kenneth Stewart born to William and Gertrude 
1920 Edna (John Massey’s widow) married Frank Loney on October 18 in the Stewart 

farmhouse 
1920  Annes Violet Mills (Annie’s niece) married Albert McBride in the Stewart 
farmhouse 
1926  John Stewart died (82 years old) 
1942  Muriel Stewart married Mr. Lynch in the Stewart farmhouse 
1944  Ward family of North Vancouver purchased the Stewart farm and established 
the marina 
1962  William James Stewart died (77 years old) 
1984 City of Surrey purchased the land to establish a Park and restore the property 

and establish as a heritage site.  
 

  



BOOK SUGGESTIONS AND OTHER RESOURCES 
 

TITLE AUTHOR 
Grandfather’s Journey Allen Say 
Hoping for Home: Stories of Arrival (Dear Canada Series) Various 
An Ocean Apart: The Gold Mountain diary of Chin Mei-
ling (Dear Canada Series) 

Gillian Chan 

The Jade Necklace Paul Yee 
Immigrant Kids Russell Freedman 
Charlie: A Home Child’s Life in Canada Beryl Young 
Pioneer Kids (Canadian Flyer Series) Frieda Wishinsky 
Stop that Stagecoach! (Canadian Flyer Series) Frieda Wishinsky 
 
 
 
POST VISIT 

Fingers Out  

Number of players: Two. Can be played anywhere.  

Procedure:  

1. Two players face each other.  
2. They count,“one, two, three!” and on “three” they put out their right hands, closed or 

with one or more fingers extended and at the same time shouting out some number.  
3. The player who guesses the correct number of the sum total of fingers extended, or the 

nearest to it, scores a point.  
4. Five points may constitute a game. 

 

Classroom Picnic 
 
Choose a special to have each student bring a dish to share with the class that represents their 
families’ heritage. Have each student talk about why that dish is special to their family, and 
describe any stories or traditions associated with the food. 
 
Please be allergy-aware in the dish preparation and consumption. 
 
  



Directions to the Historic Stewart Farm 
 
13723 Crescent Road, Surrey, B.C. 
School Field Trip Contact Phone:  604-592-6956 – press 0 for assistance  
 

• Take King George Highway to the T-intersection of Crescent Road. 
• Turn west onto Crescent Road at the traffic light. 
• Travel along Crescent Road for 1.7 kilometres. 
• Just past Nico Wynd Estates look for “Elgin Heritage Park” sign (north side 

of Crescent Road). 
• Turn into our parking lot. Welcome to the Historic Stewart Farm! 

 

 
 
  



Surrey RCMP TIPS - Theft from Vehicles 
 

The Surrey RCMP would like to provide the public with the following tips and best 
practices in an attempt to prevent theft from Motor Vehicles. 

• Do not leave any property in your vehicle or expect to find it gone when 
you return later, including your garage door opener. 

• If you have backpacks or bags put them in your trunk prior to arriving at the 
park. 

• Completely close car windows, including your sunroof and lock your car. 
• Invest in a good anti-theft device for your vehicle. 
• If you see any suspicious person or activity near a vehicle, call the police 

immediately. 

 


