Novem ber 2015

WEST VILLAGE PARK (prelim inary nam e)
Community Engagement Summary
Parks has recently com pleted the prelim inary planning and design process for West Village Park (prelim inary
nam e), a new 0.3 hectare (0.75 acre) m ini-neighbourhood park in City Centre. This process included site surveys
and assessm ents, a neighbours m eeting, online CitySpeaks surveys and an open house on October 1, 2015.
The City provided project inform ation and updates through a dedicated project w ebpage, and advised residents
on engagem ent opportunities through an on-site park sign, new spapers ads, neighbourhood m ail-outs and social
m edia. Consultation opportunities w ere aim ed at generating ideas and gathering input from residents and
potential park users.

Key Findings
Tw o concept options (Park Options A & B) w ere presented to the public for review and com m ent. A total of 44
respondents com pleted the online CitySpeaks surveys and 15 people com pleted questionnaires at the October 1
open house. The follow ing findings sum m arize the feedback received through this process.

Preferred Park Option
Participants w ere asked to select a preferred park option and provide feedback on the specific design elem ents of
each option. Respondents w ere largely in support of Option B (56%), w hich focused on providing passive open
space and landscaping. Option A w hich, focused m ore on children’s play and form al social areas, w as selected by
24% of respondents, w hile 21% had no preference or selected neither concept option.

Popular park am enities from both options included trees and landscaping, passive open space and law n, tables
and seating areas, and a children’s play area.

Greenspace
We heard that the park should build on the existing natural
features of the site, and that the design should focus on providing
greenspace to support a peaceful and relaxation park setting.
Respondents w ere in support of retaining trees. They also liked the
idea of planting new trees and providing landscaped areas w ithin
the park.
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Passive Open Space
Passive open space and law n areas w ere w idely supported by respondents. It w as noted that the surrounding
high density residential neighbourhood w ill generate a lot of park visitors looking for un -program m ed open space
to support causal activities like bocce, frisbee and picnicking . There w ere som e concerns regarding the safety and
security of open spaces, and suggestions to m aintain open site lines from the adjacent roads and provide lighting
w ithin the park.

Social Space
Areas for picnicking and socialization w ere supported in the plan, w ith a num ber of respondents (15%) noting a
specific desire for park tables and seating areas. Equally, how ever, there w ere concerns w ith providing covered
shelters and gathering areas that w ould encourage loitering and illicit activities w ithin the park after dark.

Children’s Play
Despite a preference for Park Option B, w hich did not have children’s play, several respondents (20%) specifically
indicated that a refined layout should incorporate som e elem ent of children’s play. Residents felt it w as im portant
to address the needs of future children and fam ilies that w ill live in the surrounding neighbourhood.

Dog’s in the Park
Som e residents com m ented on the potential for a dog off-leash area, w ith residents both in favour
and opposition. How ever, given the park’s sm all size, and the public’s direction to provide passive
open space, landscaping and children’s play, a dog off-leash area is not com patible or suitable for
this park. As such, Bylaw signage requiring dogs to be on-leash at all tim es w ill be posted. The City
w ill explore other locations w ithin City Centre for a dog off -leash area.

Park Name
Respondents w ere provided a list of potential park nam es, as w ell
as an option to w rite in nam e proposals. The m ost popular park
nam e to-date (44% of respondents) is West Village Park, w hich
reflects the proposed nam e for the neighbourhood w ithin the City
Centre Plan. Other popular nam es included Wellington, w hich w as
the fam ily nam e of one of the original ow ners of the surrounding
properties, and Dow ling w hich w as the original nam e of 103A
Avenue. Other notable w rite in nam es included Central City Park,
Greenall Park, Em erald Park, and Sequoia Park. Parks w ill continue
to survey the com m unity on park nam es through the detailed
design process, and w ill select a preferred nam e prior to opening.

SUM M ARY
The City has com pleted public engagem ent for the design of West Village Park. The process included a range of
public consultation opportunities to ensure that stakeholders and the public had m eaningful opportunities to
share ideas and provide feedback. Com m unity outreach w ill continue through park developm ent and once the
park is open to the public.
Respondents w ere largely in support of a park layout that took advantage of the existing natural features of the
site and provided opportunities for green space and passive use. The final park concept plan has been developed
w ith consideration to the com m unity feedback that w as received. Am enities for children’s play and socialization
have been included; w hile concerns of loitering and security w ere addressed through pathw ay placem ent,
interface w ith the District Energy Centre and landscaping. The plan is consistent w ith m ajority public opinion and
provides the am enities and function m ost desired by engaged residents.

