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SUBJECT: Early Adoption Initiative - Mass Timber Construction 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Planning & Development Department and the Surrey Fire Services recommended that 
Council: 

1. Receive this report for information;

2. Endorse the City’s participation in the Early Adoption Initiative for Mass Timber
Construction, and

3. Authorize staff to forward a copy of this report to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and
Housing along with supporting documents as required to participate in the Mass Timber
Construction Initiative.

INTENT 

The purpose of this report is to provide background information to Council on the process staff is 
proposing to follow for Surrey to be considered as an early adopter of the Mass Timber 
Construction initiative with the goal of facilitating mass timber construction of buildings up to 12 
storeys in Surrey. 

BACKGROUND 

Over the past few years, Surrey staff from the Planning & Development Department, including 
Area Planning and Building Divisions, and staff from the Surrey Fire Services (“SFS”) participated 
in a number of meetings and workshops where tall mass timber construction projects were 
reviewed and evaluated. 

Staff has also received many inquiries from proponents contemplating delivering such projects in 
Surrey.  In response, staff outlined the process to be followed, as the BC Building code did not 
allow for such structures.  At the time, special regulations from the Province would be required in 
order to have a mass timber construction site designated an “alternate solution” which would 
have allowed a project to move forward despite not concurring with the current BC Building code. 

SFS staff have participated in case studies and were part reviewers of tall mass timber 
construction projects.  For example, SFS staff was asked by the Provincial Government to review 
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preliminary design documents and participate as a member of the Technical Advisory Panel in 
discussions to assist in assuring the unconventional design challenges were addressed 
appropriately, particularly in relation to fire and structural safety issues for the 18-storey Brock 
Commons (2015) residential construction at the University of British Columbia and for the 12-
storey residential Corvette Landing building in Esquimalt (2018).   
 
As well, in 2017, SFS staff participated in the Development of a Tall Wood Reference Guide for the 
Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry. The purpose of the guide was to inform 
applicants on how tall wood buildings could be designed as alternative solutions in a way that 
would achieve the level of performance required by Ontario’s Building Code.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
With the Province of British Columbia now moving forward with early adoption of mass timber 
construction ahead of the changes in the National and BC Building Code, staff are very interested 
in being included as participants as it is anticipated this type of construction would be 
appropriate in different areas of the City. 
 
The Province, as part of the early adoption initiative process, also includes specific requirements 
of the municipality (see Appendix “I”), including Council support in the form of a resolution 
supporting participation in this initiative. 
 
Should Council support the City of Surrey to be one of the early adopters of the mass timber 
construction initiative, staff will finalize the requirements as outlined above and will forward the 
completed application to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing to commence the 
process.  This will ensure that the local approval process for mass timber construction projects in 
Surrey is streamlined in accordance with the Provincial regulation.  Currently, this is possible, but 
it is a cumbersome process.  The Province’s approach is to make it easier for the industry and 
local governments to deliver this type of building.  
 
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 
 
The proposed approach to implementing mass timber construction supports the objectives of the 
City’s Sustainability Charter 2.0.  In particular, this work relates to Sustainability Chart 2.0 themes 
of Built Environments & Neighborhoods and Economic Prosperity & Livelihoods. Specifically, this 
proposed approach supports the following Desired Outcomes (“DO”) and Strategic Directions 
(“SD”):  
 

• Neighbourhoods and Urban Design DO9:  All aspects of planning, design and 
construction include climate change impacts, greenhouse gas (GHG) mitigation, 
adaptation, and resiliency strategies; 
 

• Neighbourhoods and Urban Design DO11:  Surrey is at the forefront of sustainable and 
restorative building design and technology; 

 
• Neighbourhoods and Urban Design DO13:  Buildings are healthy and energy and resource 

efficient; 
 

• Neighbourhoods and Urban Design SD14:  Promote and strengthen high quality design 
and healthier, more energy efficient buildings in public and private development, and 
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• Innovation DO13:  Surrey businesses demonstrate environmental stewardship in their 
products, services and practices. 

 
CONCLUSION 
 
The Province of British Columbia, through its Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing, is 
seeking early adopters for mass timber construction in advance of changes to the BC Building 
Code.  The City of Surrey is wanting to participate in this request.  It is therefore recommended 
that Council: 
 

• Endorse the City’s participation in the Early Adoption Initiative for Mass Timber 
Construction, and  
 

• Authorize staff to forward a copy of this report to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing along with supporting documents as required to participate in the Mass Timber 
Construction Initiative. 

 
 
 
Original signed by      Original signed by 
Jean Lamontagne      Len Garis 
General Manager, Planning & Development   Fire Chief 
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Appendix “I” – Early Adoption Initiative – Mass Timber Construction – Participation Request    
 
c:\users\ar4\appdata\roaming\opentext\otedit\ec_eim\c249253580\early adoption initiative - mass timber construction.docx 
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