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RECOMMENDATION
The Engineering Department and the Parks, Recreation & Culture Department recommend that
Council:
1.

Receive this report for information;

2.

Authorize staff to implement the commemorative actions identified by Surrey Heritage
Advisory Commission in this report; and

3.

Authorize staff to install commemorative street name signs on 75A Avenue at 120 Street,
120A Street and 121A Street as Komagata Maru Way.

INTENT
The purpose of this report is to advise Council of the request from the Descendants of the Komagata
Maru Society to honour the victims of the Komagata Maru incident in Vancouver in 1914 through the
commemorative naming of a road and to seek Council approval for a commemorative street naming in
response to that request.
BACKGROUND
The Komagata Maru incident of 1914 is a well-known moment in Canadian history. The Komagata
Maru was the name of a steamship carrying 376 passengers from the Punjab region of India. When the
ship arrived in Vancouver, passengers were denied entry and forced to stay aboard the ship. After
being moored for two months, the ship was forced to return to India. The incident clearly highlighted
the discrepancies of Canadian immigration policies of 1914.
Raj Singh Toor of the Descendants of the Komagata Maru Society appeared before the Surrey Heritage
Advisory Commission (“SHAC”) on January 9, 2019 to discuss naming a Surrey street in memory of the
1914 incident. This request would supplement the existing memorials in Surrey and Vancouver as
described below.
Existing Komagata Maru Memorial – Strawberry Hill

-2In 2006, a large mural depicting the Komagata Maru incident was installed at the Progressive
Intercultural Community Services Society complex in Strawberry Hill at 12075 – 75A Avenue. The
mural is approximately 12 feet by 22 feet in size. It was painted by well-known Surrey artist, Jarnail
Singh. The words “We Remember” accompany the mural. A photograph of the mural is attached as
Appendix “I”.
National Komagata Maru Memorial in Vancouver
In 2012, a nationally significant Komagata Maru memorial was installed at Harbour Green Park in
Vancouver. It is recognized with a national heritage designation through the Historic Sites and
Monuments Board of Canada. The memorial was developed through the work of the Khalsa Diwan
Society. The Society received a substantial grant for the development of the memorial through
Citizenship and Immigration Canada’s Historical Recognition Program. This funding stream “sought
to fund projects that would help to acknowledge, commemorate, and educate Canadians about the
hardships placed on certain groups of people as a result of immigration restrictions and wartime
measures previously imposed by the Government of Canada”.
DISCUSSION
Although the Komagata Maru incident occurred in Vancouver, Surrey is home to a substantial South
Asian population, as well as a large immigrant population. The Komagata Maru incident provides an
important opportunity to reflect on the past, while also looking ahead to the future.
The following actions were recommended by the SHAC at its May 2019 meeting and approved by
Council at the June 24, 2019 Council meeting. The actions support the SHAC’s secondary mandate to
spread awareness of Surrey history, and also addressed one of Mr. Toor’s main goals: that some form of
Komagata Maru commemoration could serve as a learning tool for residents.
•

Research Project: South Asians in Surrey:
Hire a researcher to provide in-depth research service to produce a legacy document, which
thoroughly documents South Asian history in Surrey. Despite Surrey having a rich and diverse
South Asian population today, little is known about the earliest South Asian residents in
Surrey. This research will become a legacy resource accessible to all researchers at the Surrey
Archives. It will fill a significant gap in the existing historical record.

•

Heritage Storyboard:
Research, write and install an interpretive heritage storyboard which provides an overview of
the Komagata Maru incident and the reverberations the event has for many Surrey residents
today. The storyboard will be installed at R.A. Nicholson Park, just east of the existing
Komagata Maru mural. This interpretive panel would be installed following the completion of
the research project outlined above.

•

Programming:
Continue to offer programming that shares the culture, history and contributions of South
Asian residents in Surrey.

-3Beyond these actions, Mr. Toor has continued to request a street name sign to commemorate the
incident. While this incident does not fit with the City’s established commemorative street name
policy, there may be merit in allowing an exception in this case. A commemorative street name along
75A Avenue from 120 Street to 121A Street would provide a visible reminder of this incident, creating
synergy with the existing Komagata Maru Mural and the planned heritage storyboard in R.A.
Nicholson Park, which are both on this street segment. Furthermore, as noted previously, this is
considered an historic event of importance to Surrey based on the large South Asian population.
The commemorative street signs would be installed on the corners on 75A Avenue at 120 Street,
120A Street and 121A Street. The proposed design is attached to this report as Appendix “II”. They
could be installed within two to three weeks of Council approval.
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS
The proposed commemoration of the Komagata Maru incident supports the objectives of the City’s
Sustainability Charter 2.0. In particular, these commemorative street signs relate to the Sustainability
Charter 2.0 themes of Inclusion and Education and Culture. Specifically, these street signs support the
following Desired Outcomes (“DO”):
•
•
•

Diversity and Accessibility DO2: Surrey is a caring and compassionate city that supports its
residents of all backgrounds, demographics and life experiences;
Learning DO1: Surrey has a culture of learning, with a broad range of diverse learning
opportunities available and accessible to meet the needs of all residents; and
Arts and Heritage DO7: An enviable and vibrant arts and heritage sector contributes to
Surrey’s citizen engagement, enrichment, economy, community livability, and civic pride.

CONCLUSION
The Engineering Department and Parks, Recreation & Culture Department recommend that Council
approve the commemorative actions and street naming in recognition of the Komagata Maru incident
in 1914.

Jaime Boan, P.Eng.
Acting General Manager,
Engineering
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Laurie Cavan
General Manager,
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