
CORPORATE REPORT  

NO: R211 COUNCIL DATE: November 8, 2021 

REGULAR COUNCIL 

TO: Mayor & Council DATE: October 25, 2021 

FROM: General Manager, Parks, Recreation & Culture FILE: 7800-01 SUBJECT: 

Recommendation for a Mural on RCMP District 3 Building at 7235 137 Street 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Parks, Recreation & Culture Department recommends that Council: 

1. Receive this report for information; and

2. Authorize the Newton Business Improvement Association (the “BIA”) to proceed with the 
implementation of a mural titled ‘Purple Dreamer’, located at 7235 137 Street on the RCMP 
District 3 Building exterior, as generally described in this report and attached as Appendix “I”.

INTENT 

The purpose of this report is to provide information on the City’s process for reviewing mural 
proposals, and to obtain Council approval to proceed with completing the design of a mural to be 
installed at 7235 137 Street.  

BACKGROUND 

The BIA is made up of a group of property and business owners who are passionate about 
improving the opportunities for businesses in the Newton Town Centre by taking leadership and 
revitalizing the area.  The BIA focus is to bring business members, grassroots organizations, 
community stakeholders, and government together to create a vibrant and dynamic 
neighborhood for residents, workers, and visitors to the area.  

In support of this, the BIA has committed to encouraging high-quality murals in the central 
Newton business area to increase economic development through establishing a “Newton Mural 
Program”.  The goals of the Newton Mural Program are to generate positive news stories about 
Newton, improve the Newton brand, Improve Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 
(“CPTED”), help create a cultural corridor, deter graffiti, increase visitors, and is a desired 
outcome of the Newton Sustainability in Action plan created by the Newton community.  

The BIA is proposing a new mural at 7235 137 Street on the south facing wall adjacent to the 
laneway.  The building is currently leased to the RCMP District 3 office.  The approximate location 
of the mural is reflected in Appendix “II”.  
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The request to install this design is in compliance with the City Signage bylaw as it constitutes a 
public mural.  The City Signage By-law 13656 (amended 01/13/14) states:  

• “No owner of a lot or premises shall erect, allow or cause to be erected a mural unless such
mural has received approval from Council or from any Committee appointed by Council to
approve such mural”; and

• “Mural means any piece of artwork, including a painting, fresco, frieze, photograph, picture,
image, illustration or graphic presentation, applied directly or by an electronic or digital
means on and partially or fully covering a wall, ceiling or other permanent or non-
permanent surface.”

DISCUSSION 

Parks, Recreation & Culture Committee Review 

On October 17, 2021, the Parks, Recreation & Culture Committee (“PRCC”) received a report on 
the mural concept design and the Committee supported the recommendation to proceed as 
proposed with the implementation of the Purple Dreamer mural. 

About the Artist and Artwork 

The mural is entitled, “Purple Dreamer”, and has been conceptualized and designed by Danny 
Fernandez.  Danny Fernandez is an award winning Canadian visual artist and musician.  Danny 
has produced murals around the world, including previous commissioned murals in Newton.  

The theme of this artwork is healing and honouring the Earth, by including vital species such as 
salmon and bees.  The approximate size of the mural is 800 square feet (8ft x 100ft).  The mural 
will be painted with standard spray paints and a graffiti resistant coating.  

A rendering of the proposed mural is included in Appendix “I”. 

The Newton BIA have provided a copy of their Letter of Understanding from the property owner 
that indicates their support for the mural on their building.  The BIA will be responsible for the 
ongoing maintenance of the Mural.  

The proposed mural designs comply with the criteria for design and implementation found in the 
City of Surrey’s Mural and Wall Art Guidelines attached as Appendix “III”. 

FUNDING 

There is no cost to the City for this project.  The cost to implement the mural design and 
installation is being financed by the BIA. 

SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS 

This initiative supports the objectives of the City’s Sustainability Charter 2.0.  In particular, this 
work relates to Sustainability Charter 2.0 themes of Built Environment & Neighbourhoods, 
Education & Culture and Economic Prosperity & Livelihoods.  Specifically, this project supports 
the following Desired Outcomes (“DO”) and Strategic Directions (“SD”): 
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• Neighbourhoods & Urban Design DO 1: Surrey is comprised of distinct, diverse and
compact town centres with an engaging public realm;

• Neighbourhoods & Urban Design DO 8: The built environment enhances quality of life,
happiness and well-being;

• Neighbourhoods & Urban Design DO 15: All new buildings, public places and outdoor
spaces are welcoming, safe and universally accessible;

• Arts and Heritage DO 7: An enviable and vibrant arts and heritage sector contributes to
Surrey’s citizen engagement, enrichment, economy, community livability and civic pride;

• Arts and Heritage DO 11: Public art is visible in diverse forms throughout the community
and brings art into the daily lives of Surrey residents; and

• Arts and Heritage SD 9: Support the development of local artists of all ages and through
all stages.

CONCLUSION 

The Parks, Recreation and Culture Department recommends Council authorize the BIA to 
proceed with the implementation of the Purple Dreamer Mural located at 7235 137 Street. 

Laurie Cavan  
General Manager,  
Parks, Recreation & Culture 

Appendix “I”: Mural Renderings 
Appendix “II”: Mural Location 
Appendix “III”: Wall Art and Murals Guidelines 

https://surreybc.sharepoint.com/sites/prcadministration/corporate reports  regular/2021/recommendation for mural on rcmp d3 building purple dreamer.docx 
SR 11/4/21 1:57 PM 



APPENDIX “I” 
Mural Renderings 

 

 

 

 
 
Title: Purple Dreamer 
By Artist: Danny Fernandez 
 
The theme of this artwork is healing and honouring the Earth, by including vital species such as 
salmon and bees.  The colours were chosen to compliment the existing murals in the area and the 
surrounding buildings.   
 
 



APPENDIX “II” 
Mural Location 

 
 
 



 

APPENDIX “III” 
Wall Art and Murals Guidelines 
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