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RECOMMENDATION
The Parks, Recreation & Culture Department recommends that Council:
1.

Receive this report for information; and

2. Authorize the implementation of the “Whalley” mural at the City’s Energy Centre Facility
located at 13458 107A Avenue, as generally described in this report and attached as
Appendix “I”.
INTENT
The purpose of this report is to provide information on the City’s process for reviewing mural
proposals, and to obtain Council approval for the installation of a mural at 13458 107A Avenue.
BACKGROUND
The Surrey School District through their Wraparound Program (“WRAP”) in partnership with the
City’s Engineering Department, Sustainability and Energy Services Division, propose the
installation of a mural on the exterior of the City’s Energy Centre Facility (the “Energy Centre”)
located at 13458 107A Avenue. WRAP is a partnership between the Surrey School District, RCMP
and the City, whose program objective is to positively attach youth to school, their community
and their home by building trusting and positive relationships.
The Energy Centre is a temporary facility that is owned and operated by the Engineering
Department. It is a shipping container that houses hot water boilers, pumps and other
equipment that power the City’s district energy (“DE”) system. Temporarily siting this equipment
in strategic locations allows the DE utility to expand its service to new developments in City
Centre before the larger DE network has been expanded to this area. The temporary Energy
Centre will be in place for approximately 5-years and can then be relocated to another area of City
Centre to allow for continued expansion of the DE network; the mural will remain intact.
The approximate location of the mural is indicated in Appendix “II”.
The request to install this design, is in compliance with the City Sign By-law No. 13656 as it
constitutes a public mural. The City Sign By-law No. 13656 states:
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Mural means any piece of artwork, including a painting, fresco, frieze, photograph,
picture, image, illustration or graphic presentation, applied directly or by an
electronic or digital means on and partially or fully covering a wall, ceiling or other
permanent or non-permanent surface.
No owner of a lot or premises shall erect, allow or cause to be erected a mural unless
such mural has received approval from Council or from any Committee appointed by
Council to approve such mural.”

The proposed mural design complies with the criteria for design and implementation found in
Surrey’s Wall Art and Murals Guidelines attached as Appendix “III”.
DISCUSSION
Parks, Recreation & Culture Committee Review
On September 21, 2022, the Parks, Recreation & Culture Committee (“PRCC”) reviewed a report
on the mural concept design and the PRCC supported the recommendation to proceed as
proposed with the implementation of “Whalley”.
About the Artist and Artwork
The mural is entitled, “Whalley”, and has been conceptualized by Chris Perez. Chris is a Canadian
based Filipino artist practicing in abstract painting and mural art. Chris pushes moments of
arbitrary movement to create an inner dialogue with material and environment, like that of an
abstract dance with painting. His influences are derived from street art, graffiti, murals, abstract
art, and expressionist painting. He explores ideas behind personal and cultural identity using
abstraction that touches and uses the aesthetics and shapes of florals.
The mural is co-designed and produced with youth involved in WRAP.
The “Whalley” mural is meant to capture the energy and spirit of the neighbourhood, by featuring
colourful upbeat graphics that represent key attributes of the community identified by students.
The mural will be implemented on each side of the Energy Centre shipping container. On the
south facing side (facing BC Lions practice facility) the letters of “Whalley” will be filled in with
imagery by the youth artists following the theme: “W – People, H – Energy, A – Sports, L –
Neighbourhood, L – Seniors and Youth, E – Nature, Y – Wellness. The large text will be bordered
by a paw and feather to indicate a balance of toughness/ energy and delicateness/ freedom. The
north side (facing Chuck Bailey Recreation Centre) will be a range of thematic icons that depict
community, nature, and belonging with acknowledgement of Indigenous land. The east side
facing the road will include imagery of recycling, planet, and greenery with energy. The west side
will be left blank due to limitations of the surface.
The purpose of project is the beautification of these temporary assets, proactive anti-graffiti
coverage, and positive social engagement of at-risk Surrey youth.

-3-

FUNDING
The total cost to implement the mural design and installation is $3,000. Funding is available in
the Engineering Department Capital Budget.
SUSTAINABILITY CONSIDERATIONS
This initiative supports the objectives of the City’s Sustainability Charter 2.0. In particular, this
work relates to Sustainability Charter 2.0 themes of Built Environment & Neighbourhoods,
Education & Culture and Economic Prosperity & Livelihoods. Specifically, this project supports
the following Desired Outcomes (“DO”) and Strategic Directions (“SD”):
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Neighbourhoods & Urban Design DO 1: Surrey is comprised of distinct, diverse and
compact town centres with an engaging public realm;
Neighbourhoods & Urban Design DO 8: The built environment enhances quality of life,
happiness and well-being;
Neighbourhoods & Urban Design DO 15: All new buildings, public places and outdoor
spaces are welcoming, safe and universally accessible;
Arts and Heritage DO 7: An enviable and vibrant arts and heritage sector contributes to
Surrey’s citizen engagement, enrichment, economy, community livability and civic pride;
Arts and Heritage DO 11: Public art is visible in diverse forms throughout the community
and brings art into the daily lives of Surrey residents”;
Arts and Heritage SD 9: Support the development of local artists of all ages and through
all stages; and
Innovation SD 10: Support the development of growth of key sectors including health
technology, clean technology, advanced manufacturing, agri-innovation, and the creative
economy.

CONCLUSION
The Parks, Recreation & Culture Department recommends that Council authorize the
implementation of the “Whalley” mural on the exterior of the City’s Energy Centre located at
13458 107A Avenue.

Laurie Cavan
General Manager,
Parks, Recreation & Culture
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