
CORPORATE REPORT  

NO: R130 COUNCIL DATE: July 24, 2023  

REGULAR COUNCIL 

TO: Mayor & Council DATE: July 20, 2023 

FROM: General Manager, Finance FILE: 1850-20 

SUBJECT: Council Initiatives Funding Request - Homelessness Services Association of 
British Columbia Annual Conference 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Finance Department recommends that Council: 

1. Receive this report for information; and

2. Approve from the Council Initiatives Fund, a sponsorship contribution of $2,000 to
support the Surrey tour portion of the 2023 Homelessness Services Association of British
Columbia (“HSABC”) Annual conference to be held from September 27 to 29, 2023.

INTENT 

HSABC has forwarded a request to the City of Surrey to provide a sponsorship for its annual 
conference to be held from September 27 to 29, 2023 at the Radisson Hotel, Richmond.  

BACKGROUND 

HSABC is a solution-focused, member driven non-profit organization that supports shelters, 
drop-in centres, outreach teams, and other organizations addressing homelessness across British 
Columbia.  HSABC’s mission is to unify, support, and strengthen homelessness services through 
training, coordination, networking, program implementation, research, and advocacy.  

DISCUSSION 

HSABC’s annual conference is a three-day capacity building event designed to improve quality of 
care, support health and wellness and strengthen the homelessness serving sector through a 
variety of program elements.  This year’s conference themes will focus on professional 
development, peer perspectives and social justice issues.  In addition to powerful keynote 
speakers, workshops, panel presentations, dialogue sessions, and networking opportunities, the 
2023 HSABC Annual Conference will also feature a social enterprise and resource market, onsite 
cultural supports, self care practitioners, indigenous performances, documentary screenings, and 
tours to enhance event experiences.  HSABC will be hosting one tour with the City of Surrey.  This 
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guided tour will include site visits across the housing continuum and will allow conference 
attendees to learn more about successful approaches to addressing homelessness in Surrey.  
HSABC is requesting the City of Surrey provide a sponsorship contribution of $2,000 to support 
the Surrey tour portion of the 2023 annual conference.  Full details of the conference program are 
attached in Appendix “I”. 
 
FUNDING  
 
Staff have evaluated the current request to ensure it is compliant with the Council Initiatives 
Fund Utilization Policy.  Staff recommend that Council support the HSABC 2023 Annual 
Conference by providing a sponsorship contribution of $2,000 from the Council Initiatives Fund.  
Appendix “II” attached to this report documents the balance in the Council Initiatives Fund based 
on an assumption that Council will approve the recommendations of this report.  
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Based on the above discussion, it is recommended that Council approve from the Council 
Initiatives Fund, a sponsorship contribution of $2,000 to support the Surrey tour portion of the 
2023 HSABC Annual Conference to be held from September 27 to 29, 2023.  
 
 
 
 
Kam Grewal, CMA, CPA 
General Manager, Finance 
 
Appendix “I”:  Program Details – 2023 HSABC Annual Conference  
Appendix “II”:  Council Initiatives – Allocations for 2023  
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Appendix “II” 
 

 

2023 FINANCIAL PLAN  
COUNCIL INITIATIVES 

Description Amount Allocation to date Remaining

Carried Forward from Prior Year 240,000

2023 Proposed Budget 260,000 500,000$        

SFU Share the Vibe Community Mixer 5,000                  

The Realistic Success Society 5,000                  

Rotary District 5050 10,000                

KidSport BC Surrey Chapter 3,000                  

Run Surrey Run 20,000                

Desi-Q Cultural Gala - Sher Vancouver 2,500                  

U19 Ukranian Women's Junior Softball Team 5,000                  

RCMP Musical Ride 6,000                  

Gone Country, Here for the Cure 10,000                

Surrey Fiesta Extravaganza 10,000                

Anti-Racism Forum & Art Exhibition - PICS (Proposed) 10,000                

Homelessness Services Association of BC - Annual Conference (Proposed) 2,000                  

 Allocations for 2023 88,500$                411,500$         




