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Reporting 

RECOMMENDATION 

The Parks, Recreation & Culture Department and the Finance Department recommend that 
Council receive this report for information.    

INTENT 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an overview of the Community 
Enhancement Partnership Grant Program (the “CEP Program”) and information on the 48 grants 
awarded in 2023.  

BACKGROUND 

In January 2010, Council adopted the CEP Program, which is intended to provide financial support 
for projects focussed on community engagement and neighbourhood enhancement.  Under the 
CEP Program, residents, businesses and community groups may apply to the City for a grant 
under three separate categories; these being:  

• Small Project Grants - to support in planning, organizing, and implementing projects
intended to directly improve the physical aesthetic appeal of a neighbourhood.

• Partnership Grants - to support projects that build community relationships through
celebration and activity.

• Façade Grants – enable small businesses or commercial property owners to apply for
funding to renovate or improve their building facades.

Supported projects, activities, and celebrations include block parties, community festivals, clean-
ups, and beautification projects.  The level of funding awarded to the recipients is based on the 
contribution or value of time by a group to support, plan and organize eligible activities and can 
include volunteer labour, donated materials, and/or professional services.  
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The Grant Selections Committee, which includes staff from Parks, Recreation & Culture 
Department and Finance Department, is responsible for assessing grant applications that are 
received under the CEP Program throughout the year, using the grant criteria outlined in the CEP 
Program Guidelines (Appendix “I”). If supported, grants applications are approved by the General 
Manager, Finance and the General Manager Parks, Recreation & Culture. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
CEP Program Grants Awarded in 2023 
 
48 CEP Program grants were awarded in 2023, totalling $48,974 (see Appendix “II”).  The awarded 
grants contributed to neighbourhood block parties, community clean ups, community gardens, a 
pollinator pathway, small business exterior renovation, and smaller scale festivals.  Following 
these allocations, $142,183 funding is available to carry forward for new grant opportunities in 
2024.   
 
Marketing and Promotion 
 
The COVID-19 Pandemic deterred the number of applications received under the CEP Program 
from 2020-2022.  In 2023, with a targeted focus to promote the grant program options, the CEP 
program approved 48 applications.  In 2024, the program will continue to be promoted through 
social media, grant information sessions with direct stakeholders, general public information 
sessions, through outreach programs, and to organized neighbourhood clean up groups. 
 
FUNDING 
 
Funding for CEP Program is provided through an annual allocation of $45,000 from the City 
Grants Program.  Appendix "II" provides information on the 48 grants awarded in 2023 and the 
status of funding related to the CEP Program. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The CEP Program funds projects that promote community-based projects and celebrations to 
improve the quality of life for Surrey residents and fosters strong community building and 
resiliency. 
 
 
 
Laurie Cavan      Kam Grewal, CPA, CMA 
General Manager     General Manager    
Parks, Recreation & Culture    Finance  
 
Appendix “I”: CEP Program Overview and Guidelines 
Appendix “II”: 2023 CEP Program Funding 
 
https://surreybc.sharepoint.com/sites/prcadministration/corporate reports  regular/2023/community enhancement partnership (cep) program grants 2023.docx 
 



  
 

APPENDIX “I” 
CEP Program Overview and Guidelines 
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APPENDIX “II” 
2023 CEP Program Funding 
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