
With the threat of rising sea levels and the increasing frequency of forest fires and heatwaves, the need for environmental awareness and 

protection is greater than ever. Work with the City of Surrey to create awareness of the importance of environmental stewardship through 

public art. The City of Surrey is inviting Expressions of Interest for a public artwork on the future 20 Ave Overpass over Hwy 99. The overpass 

will connect the existing residential area west of the highway with a new commercial and light industrial zone to the east.  The artwork design 

will be laser-cut into a series of stainless-steel panels, powder coated and affixed to the bridge railings. The artwork will act as a gateway feature 

between the two zones.

As a transit corridor with direct links to the US Border, Vancouver proper and other major highways, this area will develop into a hub for retail, 

commercial and light industrial use. It is projected that once fully developed, 6000 new jobs could be supported. This corridor along Hwy 99 also 

has a variety of features that support resident and migratory populations of fish and wildlife; namely the Fergus Creek and Ravine, as well as 

riparian and deciduous forests. The local area plan has identified three environmental protection zones to be preserved as the area develops.

Surrey strives to be a thriving, green and inclusive City. The artwork should 
speak to the value and importance of environmental protection and 
conservation as Surrey grows.

2 O  AV E N U E  OV E R PAS S

call to

artists
Submission Deadline: January 13, 2023
Design Fee: $7,500
*Fabrication & Installation costs covered by the City
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We invite proposals that bring out the creative possibilities 
of the material while understanding its limitations.

Who is Eligible?
- The call is open to all artists in BC

What projects will be considered?
- Artwork must be an original image

- Designs must conform to the technical specifications outlined 
below

- The design should consider the limitations of the material

- A design template has been provided

Project Goals
- To encourage viewers to reflect on Surrey’s natural heritage and the 

responsibility for environmental stewardship

- To enrich public space and bring art into the daily lives of 
neighbourhood residents
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Selection Process
- Proposals will be shortlisted by a community selection panel.

- Local residents will be represented on the selection panel.

- At least one panel member will have artistic expertise and cultural 
knowledge.

- The selection process will occur in two phases

- PHASE 1: Expressions of Interest

- Eligible artists will submit an Expression of Interest (EOI)

- The selection panel will review all eligible submissions and 
short-list up to 5 artists for the next phase

- PHASE 2: Concept Development

- Short-listed artists will be given a project orientation and will 
be invited to respond to a detailed design brief. 

- Each short-listed artist or team will be given a fee of $500  
to develop their concept proposals.

- Proposals will be presented to the selection panel.

- The selection panel will recommend the final artwork for 
presentation to City Council.

Precedents
The following images are by no means an indicator of what we 

are looking for. They are included to illustrate the type of material 

intended for use in this project. We are open to all creative 

approaches that fit the following criteria.

Cross section of bridge

Artwork Panel
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Technical Considerations
- The artwork panels will be stainless steel

- The image will be created via laser cutting and powder-coating

- Panel dimensions: 288.5cm (w) x 58xm (h) / 113.5” (w) x 23.8” (h)

- Artwork image area: 281.9cm (w) x 42.8xm (h) / 111” (w) x 17” (h)

- There will be 11 panels in total

- Panels will be separated by a section of railing

- Panels will be affixed to the traffic side of the railing

- Individual panels must be a single colour, but each panel can be a 
different colour

- Only stock colours are available for powder coating

- If needed, the City can provide technical assistance to translate 
the design to a suitable format for laser-cutting

Site Notes
- The overpass crosses Hwy 99 at 20 Avenue and will consist of 

4 lanes of vehicle traffic and a multi-use pathway for pedestrians 
and cyclists.

-  On the west side of Hwy 99 is an existing residential community.

-  The east side of Hwy 99 has been zoned for commercial and light 
industrial use, which is part of a 158 hectare stretch of land that 
has been identified as attractive for business uses.

-  If developed to its full potential with a mix of commercial and 
industrial uses, it will generate approximately $300-350 million in 
business property assessments and over 6,000 jobs.

-  The area has a number of watercourses and habitat areas that 
support resident and migratory populations of fish and wildlife.

-  The most significant fish habitat feature is the Fergus Creek and its 
tributaries that support Coho Salmon and Cutthroat Trout

-  The creek along with mature riparian and deciduous forests, 
sapling forests and open fields support a broad range of species 
including:

- Small and large mammals

- Reptiles

- Amphibians

- Raptors and songbirds

- And, most notably, the Pacific Water Shrew (a threatened 
species)

 - The site is part of the Hwy 99 Corridor Local Area Plan, where 
you will find further information about the area and its future 
development.

Panel Dimensions 288.5cm x 58cm

Panel Orientation

Artwork Panel

Artwork Area: 281.9cm x 42.8cm
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Administrative Notes
- The City respects the intellectual property rights of the artist.

- The artist will retain ownership rights over the image.

- The artist will grant the City a license to use their final design 
to fabricate and exhibit the image, as well as for promotion and 
documentation purposes.

- Submitted images will only be shared with the selection panel and 
will not be used for any other purpose. 

- The City reserves the right to not implement the project should 
circumstances change

Compensation

The award for the selected artwork 
is $7,500. Fabrication and installation 
costs are covered by the City.

Schedule
KEY DATES 

2022:

November 21 Call released

2023:

January 13 Application deadline

Early February Phase 1 selection

Mid February Announcement of shortlist

February to March Concept development

April Presentation to panel

April Phase 2 selection panel

May Official approval process

May to September Design & fabrication

Fall Installation
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How to Apply
Please submit a concept proposal to Cris Mora at: 

Email: publicart@surrey.ca 

Subject line: 20 Ave Overpass Proposal – (Your Name) 

Deadline for application is 
January 13, 2023

 

Your Expression of Interest should contain the following 

information:

- Contact Details: Name, address, email and phone number

- Statement of Intent: Outline your artistic approach to this project 
and initial concept ideas (1 page max)

- Artist CV: History of past exhibitions, commissions, education and/
or relevant experience

- If applying as a team, please include one for each team 
member

- Bio & Artist Statement: A brief introduction to who you are and 
what your practice is about (1 page max)

- Portfolio: Up to 10 images of past work
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