
Celebrating Pride Month in Surrey 
 

Some of the earliest donors to Surrey’s Heritage Collection were two women who lived 

together for decades. Separated in old age to different care homes, their death records list 

them as spinsters, and neither’s obituary mentions the other. They might have been a 

loving couple, or simply friends in a culture that valued married life. Without the activism 

that led to Pride—the advocacy for dignity, equality, and visibility for diverse love and 

identity—we will never know. 

 

Because of this advocacy, we can record genuine life in Surrey—with Pride.  

 

 

Alex Sangha, who founded Sher Vancouver, a non-profit society for LGBTQ South Asians 

and their allies, donated the Surrey Archives’ first openly LGBTQ collection in December 

2018.  Based in Surrey, Sher Vancouver is a cultural, social and support group for people 

dealing with sexuality, gender and coming-out issues.  

 

It made history in 2008 with the first Sikh float to participate in the Vancouver Pride Parade. 

The Sher Vancouver Collection includes over 100 digital photographs, and numerous files 

of correspondence, media coverage, and documentation from their founding in 2008 and 

onward. 

 

  

 
Alex Sangha was the first Sikh Grand Marshal of the 
Vancouver Pride Parade in 2016. Sangha (left) is 
shown here with Hardeep Kaur and Alvaro Garcia. 

 
Members of the Global Issues Club, Gay 
Straight Alliance, and Social Justice Clubs at 
Frank Hurt Secondary in 2014.  

  

  

 

 

 

  



Surrey’s Heritage Collection LGBTQ holdings were furthered in May 2019, as SFU professor 

Dr. Jennifer Marchbank donated a large collection of archival records and artifacts 

documenting the Surrey Pride Society and Youth 4 A Change, a Newton-based group 

focused on education and advocacy facing LGBTQAS+ youth. This donation includes 

documentation of festivals and social events, local drag shows, the legalization of same-

sex marriage, and other milestones in Surrey’s LGBTQ community. 

 

 

This shirt was created in 2007, when 

the Youth OUTreach association was 

started. The quote on the front of the 

shirt is from Nicole Ramirez, Queen 

Mother of the America's in the 

International Court System. The Quote 

reads "The youth are not our future, 

they are our here and now!". Youth 

OUTreach was started in Surrey to 

facilitate teenage activism for 

LGBTQ2+ rights. Originally, Youth 

OUTreach could not afford to buy their 

own shirts, so these were printed from 

extra International Court t-shirts. 

  

  

 

Selections from Collections is a monthly exhibit series that features the many unique 

objects in Surrey’s Heritage Collection. June’s selection is this pin, commissioned by the 

Surrey Pride Society, to celebrate 50 years since certain same-sex acts were decriminalized 

in Canada.  

 


