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This document outlines the draft vision, principles, and objectives for
the Guildford Town Centre –104 Avenue Land Use Study. The purpose
of the study is to: create a complete neighbourhood by facilitating the
redevelopment and enhancement of the town centre; support light rail
transit (LRT) ridership; and leverage investment in LRT to achieve
community objectives.
The vision, principles, and goals were developed through public and
stakeholder engagement, and they draw upon the City of Surrey’s
Official Community Plan and Sustainability Charter, with an eye toward
fully integrating with TransLink’s LRT planning efforts.
Rooted in the community’s aspirations, the vision describes a desired
future state for the planning area, while the principles offer guidance for
the planning and design approach.
Along with the principles, the objectives offer the building blocks that
will drive policy development in the next phase of the project.

VISION
The Guildford Town Centre and 104 Avenue neighbourhoods comprise an important heart within Surrey, a major hub
of economic, cultural, and public life. It is a destination for residents across the region and beyond, and it provides an
anchor on a vital transit corridor and a connection to the City Centre. At the same time, it is comprised of complete
neighbourhoods unto themselves, where local residents connect with neighbours, go about their daily lives, and prosper in
one of the region’s most beautiful places.
The area is rich with choice in terms of housing, destinations, and public spaces, creating a sense of welcome and access
for people of all ages, abilities, and backgrounds. Residents and visitors alike have high quality and useful transportation
options, in which people choose to walk, cycle, and take transit because they are the most convenient and delightful ways to
travel in and through the area. Active lifestyles and community well-being are fostered through this diversity of choice.
The area is green with its protected natural assets, including forested and riparian areas. Its park spaces, ever-expanding tree
canopy, and green infrastructure offer free services of nature, which are complemented by the area’s low-carbon approach to
buildings, transportation, and services.

PRINCIPLES
The principles – which describe the planning and design approach – are presented below and outlined in greater detail in the
pages that follow. They are designed to help bring the vision to life.
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Enhanced Journeys
and Destinations

Easy access for all ages and abilities to safe,
convenient, and delightful modes of travel,
including walking, cycling, and transit, within
and through well-connected neighbourhoods.
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A Community Heart at
Guildford Town Centre

A thriving hub of economic, cultural, civic, and
public life, and a well-connected destination for
residents near and far.
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Connecting Nature
and People

A place in which residents can retreat and
connect with natural assets, where habitat
and biodiversity are cherished, protected, and
enhanced.
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Beautiful and Engaging
Places for People

Streets, open spaces, and other destinations that
are magnets for public life, creating opportunities
for gathering, lingering, relaxing, eating, playing,
shopping, and engaging with culture.
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Diverse, Inclusive,
and Welcoming

An inclusive community in which everyone
thrives, and that offers a sense of belonging
and opportunity for people of all ages, abilities,
backgrounds, incomes, and household types.
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Sustainable and
Resilient

A place in which energy and water resources
are conserved and stewarded through
sustainable, resilient, and low-carbon
buildings, infrastructure, and systems.

OBJECTIVES
The objectives describe desired outcomes and, as such, offer direction for the development of policies.
1. To create magnetic destinations that serve the region and city – as well as local neighbourhoods – that enrich the lives of all
residents.
2. To deliver safe, comfortable, convenient, and enjoyable active modes of transportation and transit.
3. To establish a beautiful, pedestrian-scale built form, with a dynamic relationship between ground floor uses and sidewalk
activity.
4. To create interesting, fun, comfortable, and accessible public realm, prioritizing the Town Centre and transit stop areas
along 104 Avenue.
5. To efficiently connect people to major destinations and jobs along 104 Avenue via transit, maximizing the usefulness of the
LRT line.
6. To embrace the exceptional opportunity presented by light rail investment by focusing growth in a way that both supports
and benefits from this new infrastructure and service, prioritizing major opportunities for mixed use development at the
Guildford Town Centre.
7. To improve neighbourhood permeability and enable local residents to meet daily needs within walking distance of home,
and to enable shorter travel distances between destinations, including between home, transit stops, Guildford Town Centre,
and shops and services on 104 Avenue.

8. To provide the amenities and facilities required to serve the needs of a growing population.
9. To maintain and expand upon affordable, purpose-built rental housing, to meet the needs of newcomer and other
populations.
10. To prevent the displacement of vulnerable populations as new investment and development occur in the area.
11. To provide a variety of housing types and choices, including social housing, for a variety of needs and household types.
12. To provide a diversity of parks and other public open spaces, enabling a myriad of passive and active experiences within
them.
13. To foster individual and community well-being, which requires designing for the unique and diverse needs of seniors,
children, women, persons with disabilities, and newcomers to Canada.
14. To support diverse artistic and cultural expression in public spaces and the built realm.
15. To encourage social interaction in inclusive public spaces that are inter-generational and inter-cultural.
16. To connect people with nature, creating moments of retreat and celebration of the natural world.
17. To protect and enhance habitat, ecologically sensitive areas, and natural assets by expanding these areas, particularly
along creeks and adjacent to forested areas.
18. To utilize green infrastructure, conserve energy and water, and enhance the health of soil, water, and air.
19. To reduce greenhouse gas emissions, and encourage resiliency in infrastructure, services, and built and natural assets.

