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STRUCTURE | SPACE | STORY 

WITH BIG IDEAS & CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

Rajesh Vora:  

Everyday Monuments  

Rajesh Vora, from the series Everyday Monuments, 2014-19,  inkjet prints, dimensions variable. 

Courtesy of artist and PHOTOINK, New Delhi 
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Dear Teachers, 

This guide is a classroom resource designed to support teachers and 

students attending the exhibition, Rajesh Vora: Everyday Monuments on 

display at  Surrey Art Gallery from April 9 to May 29, 2022.  

The Teachers Guide contains exhibit information, as well as activities 

that will help prepare your students for their Gallery visit and engage 

them in classroom discussion afterwards. These activities reinforce the 

ideas and processes explored in the exhibition—specifically themes 

related to structure, space, as well as story—and provide continuity 

between Gallery visit and the classroom.  

The Art Encounter Workshop offered at the Gallery explores the 

physicality and tangibility of objects through clay, and the focused 

activity highlights individual’s identity, history, story, and culture. 

This guide also provides terms & concepts, discussion points, a resource 

section, and connections to the BC Education Curriculum in the area of 

Arts Education, from grades K-12. We hope that you enjoy using this 

guide to engage with the exhibition and create art with your students in 

your classroom. 

Sincerely, 

Jinsil Haveliwalla, School Programmer 

 

 

________ 

This Teachers Guide was created with contributions from Surrey Art 

Gallery staff including: Interpretive Programmer Cecily Nicholson, School 

Programmer Jinsil Haveliwalla, Artist-Educator Claire Cilliers, Volunteer 

Program Coordinator Chris Dawson-Murphy, Visual Arts Programmer 

Lindsay McArthur, Communications Coordinator Charlene Back, Curator 

of Exhibitions and Collections Jordan Strom, and Director Alison Rajah. 

ABOUT SURREY ART GALLERY 
Surrey Art Gallery is the second largest public art gallery in the Metro Vancouver 

region. Internationally recognized, the Gallery showcases diverse contemporary art 

practices including digital and sound art and exhibits renowned local, national, and 

international artists. Surrey Art Gallery’s mission is to engage the public in an 

ongoing dialogue about issues and ideas that affect our numerous communities as 

expressed through contemporary art, and to provide opportunities for the public 

to interact with artists and the artistic process. 

To receive announcements about exhibitions and related events at the Gallery, 

sign up for our e-newsletters at www.surrey.ca/arts-signup. The City of Surrey also 

has an e-newsletter specifically for teachers: www.surrey.ca/12392.aspx.  

SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

The Gallery’s school programs develop an appreciation, understanding, and 

excitement about contemporary art. Visit the Gallery’s website to learn about our 

school programs and the resources that we offer for teachers called “Teachers in 

the Know” visit: www.surrey.ca/galleryeducation. 
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ABOUT THE EXHIBITIONS 
Rajesh Vora: Everyday Monuments 

April 9 – May 29, 2022 

Mumbai-based photographer Rajesh Vora has been documenting distinctive sculptural 

water tanks and embellishments mounted on rooftops in the northwestern Indian 

state of Punjab since 2014. More than one hundred of his digital colour photographs 

are on display in this exhibit. 

 

 

Constructed from rebar, wire mesh, cement, and paint, the sculptures can take the 

form of birds, soccer balls, airliners, automobiles, army tanks, weightlifters, pressure 

cookers, and animals such as lions, horses, and bullocks. Local artists made some early 

sculptures from a mould, but the majority are custom fabricated for each homeowner. 

Most of these homeowners have migrated from their village to other parts of the 

world (Canada included) but keep close ties with their families in Punjab. The houses 

themselves are an intricate mix of various styles, genres, and historical periods. The 

rooftop sculptures are personal and commemorative family symbols of pride, resulting 

in a cultural expression that breaks with conventional design boundaries. Art, 

architecture, and everyday life meld together. Vora’s photographs are an important 

record of this fusion that is unique to villages of the Punjab region yet little known 

beyond India.  

 

 

Rajesh Vora (b.1954) has been professionally photographing for over thirty years with 

a focus on architecture-related subject matter. He has exhibited widely and been 

published in Domus (India), Architectural Design (India), Dezeen, and ArchDaily. Vora 

has been commissioned to document projects in India and Bangladesh for The Aga 

Khan Award for Architecture, Geneva. He previously exhibited his photographs of 

sculptural water tanks at PHOTOINK, New Delhi in 2016. 

This exhibition is guest curated by Keith Wallace with financial support from the 

Hamber Foundation, Hari Sharma Foundation, and Zheng Shengtian Art Foundation. 

South Asian Studies Institute is a community partner. 

Rajesh Vora, from the series Everyday Monuments, 2014-19 
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As teachers you are experts in the art of engaging in student discussion. With that in mind the following are prompts you 
could use while discussing artworks with your students to encourage a collaborative, critical discussion and make 
connections to the hands-on workshop.  

 

OBSERVATION  

• Look very carefully at the artwork. 

• What do you notice? 

• What do you think this sculpture is made of? 

• What colours do you see? 

 

ANALYSIS  

• Does this artwork remind you of anything you’ve seen before? 

• What words would you use to describe this artwork? 

• Where do you think this photograph was taken? 

 

INTERPRETATION 

• What do you think the artist is trying to show us, or say to us with this 
artwork? 

• Why do you think the people that live there chose this sculpture? 

 

CONCLUSION  

• If you had a sculpture built on your house, what would it be? 

• Did you learn anything new by looking at these artworks? 

 

 

 

INQUIRY BASED TOUR - DISCUSSION 

Rajesh Vora, from the series Everyday Monuments, 2014-19 
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OBJECTIVES  

Through this activity, students will explore and understand how clay can be transformed 
into 3-dimensional forms and be introduced to ideas of sculpture and experimentation.  

ACTIVITY 

The students will consider the difference between shape and form and create a 
representational sculpture made of clay that can intentionally convey their identity, 
history, story, and culture. 

BIG IDEAS FROM BC CURRICULUM 

• People connect to others and share ideas through the arts. (Art Education, Grade 1). 

• Exploring works of art exposes us to diverse values, knowledge, and perspectives (Arts Education 4).  

• Through art making, one’s sense of identity and community continually evolves (Arts Education 7). 

DISCUSSION & INTRODUCTION  

Discuss with your class what they saw while visiting Surrey Art Gallery and the art exhibition Rajesh Vora: Everyday 
Monuments. In this exhibition, the rooftop sculptures are personal and commemorative family symbols of pride, resulting 
in a cultural expression that breaks with conventional design boundaries.  

Introduce the concepts of identity, history, story, and culture and create a word chart based on students’ responses to the 
following questions: What are identity, history, story, and culture? What do these words mean to you?  

Have students discuss the concept of a representational object and identify 1-2 personal artifacts which reflect their/their 
family’s identities (KWL chart can be used for initiating the discussion).   

Have students brainstorm and sketch 1-2 artifacts to exemplify their own identities, histories, stories and cultures on 
paper. 

Encourage students to consider adding colour and symbols to amplify their own identities, histories,  stories, and cultures 
in their refined sketches.  

FOCUSED ACTIVITY: EXPERIMENT WITH CLAY TO CREATE  

A REPRESENTATIONAL SCULPTURE 

THEME: STRUCTURE , SPACE, AND STORY 

MATERIALS NEEDED: 

 Self-hardening clay  

 Popsicle sticks 

 Wooden skewers  

 Tempera/acrylic paint 

 Mod podge/liquid glue 

 Paintbrushes 

 Water tubs 

 Coloured pencils 

 Papers 

https://www.facinghistory.org/chunk/identity-chart
https://www.papertraildesign.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/KWL-chart-1.jpg
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INSTRUCTIONS  

Create an area in the classroom with the project materials: self-hardening clay, wooden skewers, popsicle sticks, newspaper, 
acrylic/tempera paint, palettes, paintbrushes, water tubs, and liquid glue/mod podge (water-based sealer). Instruct students to 
cover their work surfaces with newspaper: 

 

• Explain to students that they will create the representational sculptures showing their own identities, histories, stories, and 
cultures. 

• Have students start by drawing  and colouring their sculpture design. 

• Talk about the properties of clay and review the basic clay hand building techniques: pinch, coil, and slab.  

• Have students create their three-dimensional sculptures using self-hardening clay based on their sketches. 

• Join the parts together using slip & score methods and smooth the surface using wooden skewers and popsicle sticks. 

• Allow the sculptures to dry completely over 2-3 days.  

• Have students paint their sculptures using acrylic/tempera paint to reference their sketches and add patterns, and symbols 
that respond to their original sketches. 

• Allow the paint to dry overnight.  

• Have students apply water based-sealer/liquid glue to seal their sculptures. 

 

REFLECTION 

Upon completion of their sculptures, students should prepare an artist statement of their work. The written description should 
focus on representing their identities, histories, stories, and culture. After viewing and discussing each class members’ work, 
exhibit the students’ artwork in the classroom. 

EXTENSION 

Have students research an artifact from home to learn more about their identities, histories, stories, and cultures. Students 
may also share and discuss their artifacts with a partner or in small groups to note any similarities or differences. Encourage 
students to share their knowledge with the class in the form of written report or visual presentation. 

FOCUSED ACTIVITY: EXPERIMENT WITH CLAY TO CREATE  

A REPRESENTATIONAL SCULPTURE, CONTINUED... 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-mlyN7Bj1iM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-mlyN7Bj1iM
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KINDERGARTEN-GRADE 2 

• Explore elements, processes, materials, movements, 

technologies, and techniques of the arts 

• Explore artistic expressions of themselves and community 

through creative processes  

• Reflect on creative processes and make connections to 

other experiences 

• Interpret how symbols are used through the arts 

• Express feelings, ideas, stories, observations, and 

experiences through the arts 

• Experience, document and share creative works in a 

variety of ways  

• Describe and respond to works of art 

GRADES 3-4 

• Connect knowledge and skills from other areas of 

learning in planning, creating, interpreting, and analyzing 

works for art  

• Reflect on creative processes and make connections to 

personal experiences 

• Explore identity, place, culture, and belonging through arts 

experiences 

• Explore relationships among cultures, societies, and the 

arts  

GRADES 5-7 

• Works of art influence and are influenced by the world 

around us. 

• Engaging in creative expression and experiences expands 

people’s sense of identity and belonging.  

• Explore identity, place, culture, and belonging through arts 

experiences 

GRADES 8-9 

• Interpret and communicate ideas using symbols and 

elements to express meaning through the arts .  

• Develop, refine ideas, and critically appraise ideas, 

processes, and technical skills in a variety of art forms  to 

improve the quality of artistic creation. 

GRADE S 10-12 

• Create artistic works that demonstrate personal, cultural, 

and historical contexts  

• Purposeful artistic choices enhance the depth and impact 

of  an artistic work  

• Express meaning, intent, and emotion through visual art  

• Intentionally select and combine materials, processes, and 

technologies to convey ideas, and justify choices 

K-12 ARTS EDUCATION CURRICULAR COMPETENCIES 

Students will be able to use creative processes to create and respond to the arts: 

CURRICULUM CONNECTIONS 

FOR SCHOOL PROGRAMS 

Participating in a guided tour, studio 

workshop, or self-guided tour in 

conjunction with the exhibitions 

supports Big Ideas and Learning 

Standards in the British Columbia 

Arts Education Curriculum for grades 

K-12. The exhibitions can be used as 

a touchstone for discussion relating 

to themes and concepts addressed in 

a variety of curricular areas. 

https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/1/core#
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/k/core#;
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/k/core#;
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/4/core#
https://curriculum.gov.bc.ca/curriculum/arts-education/4/core#
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Sculpture: three-dimensional art made 

by processes including: carving, 

modelling, casting, or constructing.   

Concrete (noun): a material made 

from a mixture of broken stone or 

gravel, sand, cement, and water, that 

can be spread or poured into moulds. 

It forms a mass resembling stone upon 

hardening.  

Construct (noun): an idea that has 

various conceptual elements, typically 

one based on feelings (subjective) and 

not based on empirical evidence.  

Construct (verb): to build something, 

for example a building, road, or 

machine. 

Symbol: a sign, shape,  image, or 

object that is used to express or 

represent a particular idea or quality.   

Two-Dimensional: these  

compositions have length and width 

but do not possess depth. Examples of 

two-dimensional art includes 

paintings, drawings, prints, and 

photographs. 

Three-Dimensional: having three 

measurable features (height, width 

and depth), like any object in the real 

world.  Examples of three-dimensional 

art includes sculpture, installation and 

performance art. 

Monument: a structure or building 

that is built to honour a person or 

event. Often, they are identifiable 

because of particular historic, national, 

regional, local, religious, or symbolic 

significance.   

Representational Sculpture:                 

a sculpture which clearly portrays 

something that physically exists in 

reality with strong visual references. 

Architectural Photography: a genre of 

photography that focuses on capturing 

photographs of buildings or structures 

including the interiors and exteriors of 

buildings, bridges, structures, and 

cityscapes.  

Folk Art: the traditional decorative or 

utilitarian art of the people that is 

often an expression of community life 

and is distinguished from academic or 

self-conscious or cosmopolitan 

expression.  

Mould: the negative or hollow shaped 

cavity used to give a definite form to 

fluid or plastic material.  

Form (object): the visible shape or 

configuration of something.  

Material: the matter from which a 

thing is or can be made. 

Water Tank: a large container for 

collecting and storing water.   

Pedestal: a platform that supports a 

statue, or a base of an upright 

structure.   

Rebar: steel bar or rod used to 

reinforce concrete.   

Identity: the way we perceive and 

express ourselves. Factors and 

conditions that an individual is born 

with, such as ethnic heritage, gender, 

or one’s body which often play a role 

in defining one’s identity.   

Culture: the totality of social 

behaviour, including the arts, beliefs, 

religion, language, institutions, and 

other products of human work and 

thought; of a particular period, class, 

community, or population.  

Cultural Diversity: the quality of 

diverse or different cultures, as 

opposed to a monoculture.  

Artist Statement: a written description  

by artist that helps the audience 

access or understand their artistic 

works. 
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MEDIA COVERAGE & THE EXHIBITION 

• https://thelinkpaper.ca/rajesh-vora-photographs-of-
rooftop-sculptures-in-punjab-shown-for-first-time-
outside-of-india/ 

 
• https://www.surrey.ca/arts-culture/surrey-art-gallery/

exhibitions/rajesh-vora-everyday-monuments 
 
• https://do604.com/events/2022/4/9/everyday-

monuments-tickets 
 

• https://www.createastir.ca/articles/rajesh-vora-    
surrey-art-gallery 
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Rajesh Vora, from the series Everyday Monuments, 2014-19 

ABOUT RAJESH VORA 

• https://photosouthasia.org/portfolio_page/11-with-rajesh-

vora/ 

• https://capturephotofest.com/artists/rajesh-vora/ 

• https://caravanmagazine.in/showcase/everyday-baroque 

• https://divisare.com/authors/2144795231-rajesh-vora 

• http://www.photoink.net/gallery/pastexhibition/
exhibition_id/118?view=all 

https://thelinkpaper.ca/rajesh-vora-photographs-of-rooftop-sculptures-in-punjab-shown-for-first-time-outside-of-india/
https://thelinkpaper.ca/rajesh-vora-photographs-of-rooftop-sculptures-in-punjab-shown-for-first-time-outside-of-india/
https://thelinkpaper.ca/rajesh-vora-photographs-of-rooftop-sculptures-in-punjab-shown-for-first-time-outside-of-india/
https://www.surrey.ca/arts-culture/surrey-art-gallery/exhibitions/rajesh-vora-everyday-monuments
https://www.surrey.ca/arts-culture/surrey-art-gallery/exhibitions/rajesh-vora-everyday-monuments
https://do604.com/events/2022/4/9/everyday-monuments-tickets
https://do604.com/events/2022/4/9/everyday-monuments-tickets
https://www.createastir.ca/articles/rajesh-vora-surrey-art-gallery
https://www.createastir.ca/articles/rajesh-vora-surrey-art-gallery
https://photosouthasia.org/portfolio_page/11-with-rajesh-vora/
https://photosouthasia.org/portfolio_page/11-with-rajesh-vora/
https://capturephotofest.com/artists/rajesh-vora/
https://caravanmagazine.in/showcase/everyday-baroque
https://divisare.com/authors/2144795231-rajesh-vora
http://www.photoink.net/gallery/pastexhibition/exhibition_id/118?view=all
http://www.photoink.net/gallery/pastexhibition/exhibition_id/118?view=all
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Rajesh Vora, from the series Everyday Monuments, 2014-19 
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Rajesh Vora, from the series Everyday Monuments, 2014-19 
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Rajesh Vora, from the series Everyday Monuments, 2014-19 
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All Photos: Rajesh Vora, from the series Everyday Monuments, 2014-19,  

inkjet prints, dimensions variable. 

Courtesy of artist and PHOTOINK, New Delhi 
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SURREY ART GALLERY 

13750 – 88th Avenue 
Surrey, BC  V3W 3L1 

 

604-501-5566 
artgallery@surrey.ca 
www.surrey.ca/artgallery   

GALLERY HOURS 

Tues, Wed, Thurs:  9am–9pm 
Fri:  9am–5pm 
Sat:  10am–5pm 
Sun:  Noon–5pm 
Closed on Mondays & holidays 

Admission by donation  

SIGN UP FOR OUR  

E-NEWSLETTERS 

Visit www.surrey.ca/arts-
signup to receive gallery 
exhibition and program 
updates. 

• 40 minute drive from downtown 

Vancouver 

• 2 km walk from King George 

Station 

• Catch Bus #321 at Surrey Central 

Station and get off on King 

George Hwy at 88 Ave. 

   
 

  


