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Parks, Recreation & 
Culture Committee – 

Minutes 

LOCATION:  VIRTUAL 
Date:  Wednesday, November 25, 2020 
Time: 5:30 p.m. 
File: 0540-20 

 
Present: 

Councillor Guerra – Chairperson 
Councillor Annis 
Councillor Elford 
Councillor Patton 
B. Burnside 
S. Drysdale 
C. Girardi  
G. Tymoschuk, School Trustee 

Regrets: 

 

Staff Present: 

L. Cavan, General Manager, Parks, Recreation & 
Culture 

N. Aven, Manager of Parks 
L. Davison, Manager of Culture 
B. Aasebo, Community Safety Program Manager 
R. Gallagher, Heritage Facilities and Administration 

Manager 
H. Norris, Park Facility Ops Manager 
L. White, Manager, Community & Recreation Services 
L. Anderson, Legislative Services 

 

 
 
Before the meeting was called to order, the Chair reported an addition to the Agenda under New 
Business, Item E.4 
 
 
A. ADOPTION OF MINUTES 

 
It was Moved by S. Drysdale 
 Seconded by B. Burnside 
 That the minutes of the Parks, Recreation 
and Culture Committee meeting of October 21, 2020, be adopted. 
 Carried 

 
 
B. DELEGATIONS 
 

1. Ajinderpal S Mangat and Rakesh Kumar, BC Tigers FC 
 
Ajinderpal S Mangat and Rakesh Kumar, BC Tigers FC, were in attendance to 
discuss field allocation and clubhouse use at Newton Athletic Park. 
 
A brief history of the BC Tigers FC and the various field allocations for the Club 
was provided.  It was noted there are approximately 700 registered players, 
including 450 youth. 
 
The delegation was seeking to gain an understanding of how the City allocates 
playing fields for the various soccer clubs throughout Surrey, noting they 
calculate having more players over time, but less field time allocated.  Ideally for 
2021, the Club is looking to have seven days per week of field allocation.  Similarly, 
the delegation sought increased field house space and access to change rooms. 
 
The Committee thanked the delegation for their presentation, acknowledging their 
concerns, and asked that a summary of the presentation be provided for staff's 
review for follow-up with a comprehensive report to the Committee and the 
delegation, including some background on the allocation process.   
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In response to questions from the Committee, the General Manager, Parks, 
Recreation & Culture reported the following: 

• There is no inherent legacy with respect to the Newton Park clubhouse.  
Things have changed, merged, etc. since the time there was a concession.  
Staff look at the history of any club that is using the facility and being good 
stewards for the park and the building. 

• The facility is not solely a soccer facility, it is designed for many users, 
including access to the rooms upstairs, and there is also programming space.  
There are some areas that are exclusive use and other common areas, and 
there is an allocation of the boardroom areas for the soccer groups and, 
depending on tournaments that are happening, greater access in common 
areas. 

• The success of having great sports fields has put tremendous pressure on that 
specific park location and the overall growth of soccer in Surrey. 

 
 
C. STAFF PRESENTATIONS 

 
1. Alison Rajah, Surrey Art Gallery Manager 

 
Alison Rajah, Surrey Art Gallery Manager, was in attendance to provide a 
presentation on the Surrey Art Gallery 2019 Annual Report. 
 
A PowerPoint presentation, providing an overview of the Gallery and touching on 
2019 highlights, various exhibitions, programming and milestones achieved, was 
given. 
 
Comments were as follows: 

• The 2019 Annual Report, along with the Gallery’s information hosted on the 
City’s website, are very important tools used to represent the Gallery and the 
strength of its programming in order to be competitive for grant funding 
provincially and nationally. 

• The Gallery has been very successful with its funding applications for many 
years.  Operating, multi-year and project grants from funding bodies are 
substantial and integral to the Gallery sustaining and growing its programs to 
meet the needs of the City and region.  Over one-third of the Gallery’s overall 
budget is supported through grants. 

• Although there were many highlights in 2019, Indigenous contemporary art 
and education initiatives continued to build upon work done since the 1990s. 

• The Gallery was honored to receive the 2019 Canadian Museum Association 
Award for Outstanding Achievement in Education, specifically for work in 
Indigenous contemporary art education and engagement. 

• In 2019, the Gallery shared artworks of over 240 artists in 10 curated 
exhibitions and 6 community exhibitions, including the always popular ARTS 
juried exhibition with the Arts Council of Surrey. 
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• 2019 also marked the 20th anniversary of the Gallery’s internationally 
recognized TechLab.  The occasion was used to highlight the vitality of art 
being made with new technologies by Canadian artists. 

• Two exhibitions were also featured at UrbanScreen, along with several youth 
artmaking workshops with mentoring artists and screening events.  In 
celebrating the 10th anniversary of UrbanScreen, a 150 page publication, with 
18 essays about all the works shown at the award-winning venue since 2010, 
was launched.  In addition to the hardback book, the publication is also 
available free online. 

• The Gallery’s education and engagement programs seek to develop and deliver 
effective ways to be relevant to diverse local audiences of all ages, within a 
contemporary art context – becoming a connecting conduit for experiences that 
move, inform, inspire, propel, transform and build community. 

• The permanent collection forms a crucial foundation and essential core to the 
Gallery’s exhibitions, publishing and touring programs.  In 2019 the Gallery 
welcomed 79 new artworks (8 purchases through the support of Surrey Art 
Gallery Association and grants, and 71 donations).  Four of these artworks 
received certification as national treasures. 

• The Gallery is celebrating its 45th anniversary this fall in 2020, and looking 
forward to completing the Gallery’s Digital Strategy and 5-year Strategic Plan, 
which will bring the Gallery toward its 50th anniversary in 2025. 

 
 
S. Drysdale left the meeting at 6:31 p.m. 
 
 

2. Liane Davison, Manager of Culture 
 
Liane Davison, Manager of Culture, provided a Public Art Program update. 
 
A brief PowerPoint presentation was provided and comments were as follows: 
 
Comments were as follows: 

• The Civic Public Art Program is resuming and Calls to Artists are underway for: 

o Cloverdale Field House glazing graphics – theme "we are all here together" 
– open call opportunity. 

o Chimney Heights Park washroom steel panel design – theme "a 
welcoming place for everyone" - open call opportunity. 

o Poetry for civic infrastructure – prequalified list of 30+ Surrey published 
poets (first call). 

Also proceeding is the second phase of indigenizing civic facilities in 
partnership with land-based Nations.  Venues include Clayton, Semiahmoo, 
Fleetwood and Cloverdale Libraries, Surrey Museum and North Surrey Sport 
and Ice. 

• The public art street banners program has always alternated between open call 
and directed invitations to artists.  For 2021, Nicoletta Baumeister, one of 
Surrey's most accomplished painters, was recommended by the Surrey Art 
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Gallery to be invited.  Two 2021 UNESCO themes were proposed:  International 
year of fruits and vegetables; and International year of peace and trust.  
Proposals will be provided to the Committee for review before going to Council. 

• The Committee was updated on a number of Private Development Public 
Artworks underway at some level (anticipating artwork installation, 
preliminary/final artwork plan to be received/supported). 

• The PC Urban – IntraUrban Crossroads (17277 Highway #10) – preliminary 
public art plan was presented, proposing a feature to be installed on a wall.  
Consultant is Ballard Fine Arts, public art budget of $115,000, installation 
completion anticipated Fall 2021. 

• Townline's – The Holland – a significant development near City Hall, provided 
an updated preliminary public art plan and confirmed the consultant for the 
public art is Peter Kreuk of Durante Kreuk Ltd.  The public art budget is 
$334,360, and artist selection and concept are anticipated for February 2021, 
with a completion to be Summer 2023. 

• The public art plans for the two Bosa developments beside City Hall are 
anticipated to come forward for review in January. 

 
 
D. OUTSTANDING BUSINESS 
 
 
E. NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. Interim Update on Tennis in Surrey 

File No. 6180-01 
 
The Park Facility Operations Manager submitted a report in response to specific 
requests from the Newton Tennis Club delegation to the October 21, 2020 
Committee meeting.  The report also provides information on the status of 
outdoor tennis within the City's parks and gives an outline of potential options 
that are being explored for club use of courts. 
 
The General Manager, Parks, Recreation & Culture provided a brief review of the 
report and discussion ensued with respect to tennis representation on the Outdoor 
Sport Advisory Committee, noting that it is timely for the City to build on the 
relationship with organized tennis with a regular structure. 
 
It was Moved by Councillor Elford 

 Seconded by C. Girardi 
 That the Parks, Recreation & Culture 
Committee receive the report from the Park Facility Operations Manager, dated 
November 20, 2020, entitled “Interim Update on Tennis in Surrey”, as information. 

 Carried 
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2. Surrey Art Gallery's Permanent Collection Acquisitions Committee – 
Request for a Representative 
File No. 0330-01 
 
The Surrey Art Gallery Manager submitted a report to provide the Committee with 
background about the Surrey Art Gallery's Permanent Collection Acquisitions 
Committee and to appoint a Committee Council representative to serve on this 
year's Acquisitions Committee. 
 
It was Moved by B. Burnside 

 Seconded by C. Girardi 
 That the Parks, Recreation & Culture 
Committee receive the report from the Surrey Art Gallery Manager, dated 
November 4, 2020, entitled “Surrey Art Gallery's Permanent Collection Acquisitions 
Committee – Request for a Representative”, as information. 

 Carried 
 
It was then  Moved by Councillor Elford 
 Seconded by B. Burnside 
 That the Parks, Recreation & Culture 
Committee appoint Councillor Patton as the Council representative from the 
Parks, Recreation & Culture Committee to serve on Surrey Art Gallery's Permanent 
Collection Acquisitions Committee in 2020 for a one-year appointment. 

 Carried 
 
 
3. Surrey Anti-Gang Family Empowerment ("SAFE") Program Activity Report 

File No. 1810-01 
 
The Community Safety Program Manager submitted a report to provide the 
Committee with activity reporting for the Surrey Anti-Gang Family Empowerment 
("SAFE") Program from April 1, 2020 to June 30, 2020. 
 
The General Manager, Parks, Recreation & Culture noted that the report shows the 
diversity of the programs offered through the SAFE program and is provided as a 
condition of the successful funding grant from Public Safety Canada.  Data driven 
decisions are being made and successes and participation levels within the 
programs are being tracked.  Despite the closures of schools and civic facilities as 
well as a shift to remote services during this period, the SAFE Program 
significantly accelerated connection with vulnerable children, youth and families. 
 
It was Moved by B. Burnside 

 Seconded by G. Tymoschuk 
 That the Parks, Recreation & Culture 
Committee receive the report from the Community Safety Program Manager, 
dated January 14, 2020, entitled “Surrey Anti-Gang Family Empowerment ("SAFE") 
Program Activity Report”, as information. 

 Carried 
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4. Bear Creek Park Athletic Centre 
 
Committee member C. Girardi shared concerns expressed by the community at 
large with respect to the Bear Creek Park Athletic Centre. 
 
In particular, the following was noted: 

• Impact on parking and traffic congestion on King George Boulevard and 
88 Avenue and surrounding residential areas. 

• Environmental impact on nature of the park, animals, water, etc. 

• Increased demand for parking at the Surrey Art Centre which is often already 
completely full. 

• Questions were raised with respect to whether there had been or will be any 
other potential locations reviewed/considered that may be more suitable and 
if there will there be additional public consultation to seek community 
feedback (many are unsure of what has been planned)? 

 
The General Manager, Parks, Recreation & Culture reported that information had 
been provided in June 2019 and that there had been quite a bit of community 
consultation when initially designed, noting that the focus had been on the Bear 
Creek Park location because of its central location and some of the amenities 
already available in the park.  In terms of traffic and parking, staff are looking at the 
possibility of increasing the current 816 parking spots by 330 parking spots for 
special event parking, made available when specifically hosting something larger.   
 
An update and more wholesome presentation will be provided to the Committee in 
January, including plans to address parking, egress from and to the park and any 
other issues raised. 

 
 
F. ITEMS REFERRED BY COUNCIL 
 
 
G. CORRESPONDENCE 
 
 
H. INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

1. Surrey Transportation Plan Update 
File No.  8630-40 
 
A memo from the Transportation Planning Manager was provided to inform 
the Committee on the update to Surrey's Transportation Strategic Plan. 

 
 
2. Corporate Report R175 - COVID-19: Emergency Operations Centre Update 

File No. 7130-16 
 
The General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture, provided a brief update, 
noting the following: 
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• Closely looking at the new Provincial Health orders that have come out in the 
last week or so.  One of the things that has changed is that it is now 
mandatory to wear masks in all public spaces.  This has been implemented at 
all City facilities, with hosts present at all entry points asking that a mask be 
worn and providing masks for those that may not have one with them; 
compliance has been very good. 

• Spin classes previously offered have now been cancelled and dance classes 
have been suspended. 

• There are going to be some new guidelines from the Province that, once 
received, staff will interpret and respond accordingly. 

• Attendees at various facilities have reported the facilities are well organized, 
clean and they feel safe with the City's programs, knowing that all provincial 
regulations are being followed. 

• In the sport realm, ice sports and outdoor soccer were able to stay at Phase 3; 
in terms of the viaSport guidelines, they had to change from regional to 
community level play. 

• A cautious approach was taken with respect to aquatic facilities.  At this time 
there is one aquatic facility open with a tentative plan to open the Grandview 
facility in December, dependent upon any updated or new provincial orders 
that may delay the second facility opening. 

• Today the Cloverdale skate park was closed.  The COVID compliance program 
team noticed there were a lot of youth gathering and their efforts to achieve 
compliance were unsuccessful, resulting in a move to close the skate park 
temporarily. 

• The Committee will continue to be advised of any further updates. 
 
 
I. OTHER BUSINESS 
 

1. Surrey Civic Theatres Presents The Huron Carole on the Digital Stage 
File No. 0330-01 
 
It was noted the virtual presentation of The Huron Carole will be offered on the 
Digital Stage on December 11th at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
2. Proposed 2021 PRCC Meeting Schedule 

 
It was Moved by G. Tymoschuk 

 Seconded by C. Girardi 
 That the Parks, Recreation & Culture 
Committee adopt the proposed 2021 PRCC Meeting Schedule. 

 Carried 
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3. Verbal Update 
 
L. Cavan, General Manager, Parks, Recreation and Culture, provided the following 
update: 

• Online Programs 55+ - continuing to work closely with seniors in the 
community, including age friendly online programming.  A survey conducted 
between September 17 and October 14, 2020 received 1,587 responses.  Overall, 
43% of those surveyed are satisfied with the online programs and when asked 
the most effective way to communicate information for programs, the direct 
E-Newsletter was preferred.  The information collected will be one of the tools 
used to help determine how to best modify online program offerings both 
during and post-pandemic for those 55+. 

• Civic Distinction Awards Virtual Ceremony - will be held on Surrey’s 
Facebook and YouTube pages on December 10, 2020 from 7:00 pm – 8:30 pm.  
Mayor and Council approved the recommended recipients for the awards, 
with 25 recipients receiving an award of excellence. 

• Accessibility - The Measuring Up working group has restarted after a 
considerable break due to the pandemic.  The group met on November 17th 
and is providing feedback and insights on a variety of strategic initiatives and 
programs such as removing barriers for participation in public meetings for 
the hearing impaired. 

• Orchard Grove Park - is now fully open to public access.  A community 
planting event was held in the fall to further enhance the naturalization of the 
forested areas of the park, and the lighting of the multi purpose pathway on 
the 24 Avenue frontage of the park has also been completed. 

• Bear Creek Park – the solar powered lighting for the walking loop has been 
installed and performing well.  The walking loop is now complete and fully 
operational for early morning and evening use. 

• Cultural Grants – Adjudication of the grant applications received by the 
beginning of November deadline will undergo review in December with 
recommendations going forward to Council early in 2021. 

• Surrey Archives - 2020 has been a record-setting year for online heritage 
engagement with over 160,000 searches in the Archives database by nearly 
6,000 unique users to date. 

 
The Committee expressed appreciation to the entire PRC team for the phenomenal 
work and dedication to be able to quickly respond and adapt the various 
programming, festivals, etc. to continue to offer Surrey's residents throughout 
such an unprecedented year. 

 
 
J. NEXT MEETING 

 
The next meeting of the Parks, Recreation & Culture Committee is scheduled for 5:30 p.m. 
on Wednesday, January 20, 2021. 
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K. ADJOURNMENT 
 

It was Moved by B. Burnside 
 Seconded by G. Tymoschuk 

 That the Parks, Recreation & Culture 
Committee adjourn. 

 Carried 
 
 
The Parks, Recreation & Culture Committee adjourned at 6:54 p.m. 

 
 
 

    
Jennifer Ficocelli, City Clerk Councillor Laurie Guerra 

Parks, Recreation & Culture Committee 


